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PREP FOR PREP 
Educational Opportunities for Exceptional Students  

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ /{99 Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ нnd top performing elementary 
school in Yonkers.  The success students are showing is indicative of the 
positive impact CSEE has on learning.   As a result of our rigorous 
instructional programs and the intensive support we offer our students, 
today CSEE is celebrating fifth and sixth graders who scored in the 90th 
percentile or above on statewide English Language Arts.  These students 
are now automatically eligible to participate in the Prep for Prep 
program.  There is a list of more students here at CSEE that although did 
not score within the 90th percentile to meet the automatic eligibility 
criteria came close enough that with a recommendation from the school 
may also be considered to participate in the program.    
 

tǊŜǇ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǇ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΩǎ ǘƻǇ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  
This rigorous 14-month course of study spans two intensive summer 
sessions, as well as classes during the intervening school year. 
 

Prep for Prep partners with over 50 independent schools to ensure that 
every student who successfully completes the Preparatory Component 
earns a place at an independent day or boarding school, as well as a 
generous financial aid package that is awarded based on need.   
 

ēMeet our Prep for Prep Nominees ē 
 
 

Victoria Cameron  Yashu Kumar  

Emmanuel Castillo  Da'Kwon Jones  

Brandon Guzman  Mamme -Tiwaah Akua Mensah  

Khadijah Ibrahim  Natasha Mensah  

BriOnna Scott  Luis Angel Montalvo  

Vanessa Acheampong -Tieku  Ivan Monteiro  

Paul Adu -Gyamfi  Angela Opoku  

Jeremiah Acosta  Kiara Perez  

Penina Agyeman  Jonathan Phillips  

Nassir Alston  Darious R. Sanchez  

Davon Blagmon  Kaylene L. Santiago  

Maisha Sabree Carney  Anaya A. Santos  

Elizabeth Disla  Jamillah D. Singletary  

Kiara Disla  Cydiq Waite  

Raquelmi Gonzalez  Sean Whittle  

 
These students are invited to a special Prep for Prep Snacks & Treats 
with the Principal on Friday, November 6, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. to learn 
about the program and what this opportunity will mean to their 
future education.   A warm and special thanks goes out to Mrs. 
Cynthia Cameron, the Executive Administrative Assistant at CSEE for 
coordinating these efforts for students here at CSEE! 

 

              

Charter School of Educational Excellence  
 

Dr. Larry to the Rescue! 

 

 

Sixth Grade Rap Sessions 
Peer/Mentor Chat Groups 

 

This year CSEE is enhancing its Core Virtues/Character Development 
Program, by creating an in-house sixth grade chat session for 
students and their mentors.   Dr. Larry Greenbush has joined the 
CSEE team of supportive consultants from CEI-PEA to assist CSEE in 
the development of this program.  In collaboration with Ms. 
hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ, 6th Grade Teacher and Ms. Fuller, Social Worker, Class 6-
106 are the first class ever to engage in chat sessions where they can 
openly discuss matters of school, friends, and peer conflicts. 
 

As you may know, pre-adolescence is a tough time for youngsters 
and for their parents.  In our efforts to help our students during a 
transformational stage in their development, we have created mini-
mentoring groups with a mentor whose role is to listen and offer 
advice on making good decisions and resolving conflicts.   Our chat 
groups meet TuesdayΩs and FridayΩs for 45 minutes.   The goal of the 
program is to promote the socio-emotional wellness of students 
through activities that build self-esteem and confidence.  Having 
these qualities will ensure our students are able to maintain healthy 
attitudes, develop positive relationships with peers, and learn the 
value of appreciating and respecting the uniqueness of others. 
 

We are always exploring ways to further reduce student conflicts and 
issues of discipline in the school as well as help our students realize 
how special they are to us and to the world.   
 
Dr. Larry also facilitates conflict resolution meetings and works with 
our social worker.  We welcome Dr. Larry to the CSEE family! 

 

Meet our 6th Grade Mentors 
 

-ÓȢ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 

Ms. LaCarbonara 

Mr. Palmer  

Mr. Yedowitz  
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Calendar of November Events  
 

ELECTION DAY 
Teacher Professional Development Day 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
RD

 
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

 

PICTURE DAY AT CSEE! 
NOVEMBER 4

TH 

 

NUTRITION CLASSES FOR PARENTS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

TH
  

9:00 a.m. - Multipurpose Room 
 

PTO SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 4 ς FRIDAY, NOV 6

TH
 

 

PARENT LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP BEGINS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

TH
  

6:00 p.m. ς Multipurpose Room 
 

PAJAMA PROGRAM NEWS CONFERENCE 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9

TH
 

 

VICTORY INTERIM ASSESSMENTS 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

TH
 / ELA  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
TH

 / MATH 
 

±9¢9w!bΩ{ 5!¸ 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

TH
 

NO SCHOOL 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16

TH
 

6:00 p.m. ς Multipurpose Room 
 

NEW YORK STATE SOCIAL STUDIES ASSESSMENTS GRADE 5 
MONDAY, NOV 16

TH
 AND TUESDAY, NOV 17

TH
  

*Test Make-Up Dates - - - Nov 18-Nov 19 
 

PTO MEETING 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

TH
  

6:30 p.m. ς Multipurpose Room 
 

NUTRITION CLASSES FOR PARENTS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

TH
  

9:00 a.m. - Multipurpose Room 
 

TEACHER COACHING DAY 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

TH
 

12:00 p.m. Dismissal 
 

STAR STUDENTS/VIRTUOUS STUDENTS ASSEMBLY 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2009 IN THE MPR 

Grades K-2 (9:15 a.m.) Grades 3-6 (10:15 a.m.) 
 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY BREAK 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 25

TH
 ς FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27

TH
   

NO SCHOOL 
 
 

Holiday homework packets must be completed and returned 

to teachers on the first day back to school, Nove mber 30 th  

 

 
 

The CSEE Student  Rewards Program Back for 09  
 

Students w on 2 FREE tickets to see  

NETS vs. Philadelphia   
November 11, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the  IZOD Center in 

Rutherford, NJ   
These tickets were awarded to students in  
Grades K -6 who consistently demonstrate  

 

òGood Discipline & Exemplary Characteró 
  

OUR TICKET WINNERS 
Johnasia Kerson  

Nia Gbla  
Zachary Suarez  

Ausani Taylor -West 
Jason Espina 

Joscauris Segura  
Quynnci Arzu  

Jasmyn Phillips  
Patrick Oloko  
Eric Flowers  

Idaya Chambers  
Jovon Linton  

Kelven Opoku  
Darlin Lopez  

Tyreese Williams  
Jaylin Montgomery  

Aniyaha Wright  
Porsha McDonald  

Yaw Kessey 
Argelis Harris  

Rachel Robertson  
Brand on Castillo  

Ivan Antigua  
Jessica Williams  

Jaden Smith  
Savannah Perez  
Tantania Jones  

Tyler Rivera  
Aliyah Gonzales  

Anaiya Levy  
Brandon Guzman  

Tia Bednar -Peterson 
Angela Opoku  

Kiara Disla  
Paul Adu -Gyamfi  

Elizabeth Disla  
 

 

 
Tickets are sponsored  by the U.S. Army  

 

Congratulations Winners!  
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ēOctober Starsē 

Grades K-2 
 

 
 

CLASS K-101 
Isaiah Swaby 

Illyana Hardy-Soto 
ē 

CLASS K-102 
Robert Minier 

Joscauris Segura 
ē 

CLASS 1-115 
Joven Linton 

Idaya Chambers 
ē 

CLASS 1-117 
Patrick Oloke 

Asiah Quattlebaum 
ē 

CLASS 2-103 
Jaylin Montgomery 

Fatoumata Kaba 
ē 

CLASS 2-105 
Marquel Serrano 
Porsha McDonald 

ē 
CLASS 2-107 

Maximus Salcedo 
Darlin Lopez 

 

 
STAR STUDENT ASSEMBLY 
Friday, November 20, 2009 

 

Grades K-2:     9:15 a.m. 
Grades 3-6:   10:15 a.m. 

 

Parents are  welcomed!  

 
 
 

ēēStar Students of the Monthēē 
 

 
ēOctober Starsē 

Grades 3-6 
 

CLASS 3-111 
Lester Osei 

Jessica Williams 
ē 

CLASS 3-113 
James Katuna 

Rachel Richardson 
ē 

CLASS 3-114 
Derek Gutierrez 

Haleemat Adekoya 
ē 

CLASS 4-202 
Jhonauris Segura 
Tantania Jones 

ē 
CLASS 4-203 

Arthur Sabree 
Aaliyah Gonzalez 

ē 
CLASS 5-200 
Kentrell Hill 

Angela Opoku 
ē 

CLASS 5-201 
Paul Adu-Gyamfi 
Elizabeth Disla 

ē 
CLASS 6-106 

BeΩ/ŜƘŜ YŜƴƻ 
Tia Bednar 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Virtuous Students  

Grades 3-6 
 

CLASS 3-114 
Trevon Major 
Janelle Ross 

 

J 

 

CLASS 4-202 
Jalen Mention 

Jynai Harris 
 

J 

 

CLASS 4-203 
Tyler Rivera 

Michelle Ortiz 
 

J 

 

CLASS 5-200 
Kiarah Perez 
Sean Whittle 

 

J 

 

CLASS 5-201 
Tyrell Testamark 

Anaya Santos 
 

J 

 

CLASS 6-106 
Brandon Guzman 

Mya Negron 
 

 
 

November Core 
Virtue  

 

òCHARITYó 
 
 
 
 

 
Virtuous Students 

Grades K-2 
 

 
 

CLASS K-101 
Christopher Marquez 

Tochi Evoh 
 

J 
 

CLASS K-102 
Jaysee Molina 

Boncali Xavier Milimoh 
 

J 

 

CLASS 1-115 
Mya Blackman 

Samantha Chisholm 
 

J 

 

CLASS 1-117 
Jasmyn Phillips 

Precious Agyeman 
 

J 

 

CLASS 2-103 
Marilyn Mensah 

Korey Kery 
 

J 

 

CLASS 2-105 
Katarina Ruiz 
Aniya Wright 

 

J 

 

CLASS 2-107 
Sage Chisholm 
5ƛΩ!ƴŀ ¢ƘǳǊǎǘƻƴ 

 
 
 
 
 

ēVirtuous Students of the Monthē 
Self-Control & Self-Discipline 

 



 

 
Page 4 

 
  

 
 

 

New Report Cards for CSEEé 

 
CSEE is revising its reporting tool to parents.  You will see a new and 
improved CSEE report card that is more parent-friendly and easier to 
understand.  Report cards are being created electronically.  Electronic 
report cards will ensure easier to read teacher comments and a more 
professional look overall.  Our first report card distribution is scheduled 
December 9

th
.  We look forward to seeing all of our parents at all 

Parent/Teacher Conferences this year.   
 
 

CSEE is Going Electronic All the Way ! 

 
CSEE is exploring Cell Trust, an electronic communications system that 
makes it possible for the school to immediately communicate important 
school information to parents via cell phone.  Technology is advancing 
more and more every day and CSEE wants to keep up with the trends by 
having a system that will transit important parent notifications from the 
school to the parents.  This will be very useful during inclement weather 
and school closes or when we experience bus delays and we are not able 
to notify over 200 parents as quickly as we would like to.  The system is 
not in place at this time but be prepared that soon CSEE will have the 
capacity of electronically sending out immediate electronic 
communications to parents via cell phonesΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǇƻǎǘŜŘΗ   
 
 

UUNNIIFFOORRMM  PPOOLLIICCYY  AATT  CCSSEEEE  IISS  BBEEIINNGG  EENNFFOORRCCEEDD!!  

 
CCSSEEEE  UUNNIIFFOORRMM  FFOORR  GGIIRRLLSS::  
A Light Blue Peter Pan Blouse (lace trim optional) (short sleeves for warm 
weather/long sleeves for cold weather) 
French Toast (Navy Blue) V-Neck Pleated Jumper 
French Toast (Navy Blue) Slacks (during winter months) 
Navy Knee-High Socks or Tights 

BBllaacckk  ((cclloosseedd--ttooee))  SShhooeess  
Navy Blue Solid Cross Tie    
*Optional: (Solid) Navy Blue Sweater (for cold weather if needed) 
 

CCSSEEEE  UUNNIIFFOORRMM  FFOORR  BBOOYYSS::  
Baby Blue Oxford Shirt (short sleeves for warm weather/long sleeves for 
cold weather) 
French Toast Navy Blue Slacks 
Blue or White Crew Socks 
Black Shoes 
Solid (Navy Tie) 
Optional for cold weather: NAVY BLUE V-Neck/ Jersey Knit /Cardigan 
Sweater 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/GYM UNIFORMS:  
Navy blue sweat pants  (plain / no print 
Navy blue sweat shirt  (plain / no print) 
Only on days that students are scheduled to participate in physical 
education, are they permitted to wear dark blue sweatpants, or blue 
sweat shirt, and sneakers. 
 

Please adhere to our standards of excellence by ensuring your 
child is reporting to school in full uniform every single day.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

October Highlights  

 

Chinese Educators Visited CSEE 
October 7th  

 

 
CSEE enjoyed a wonderful day with educators from China who 
came to America to learn more about charter school and 
American education.  They spent the day visiting classrooms 
and getting a real dose of the American way of life.  They were 
most impressed with our print rich classrooms and our small 
group/cooperative learning approach to instructions.   Hands-
on math was a hit! 

 
Our visitors presented the school with beautiful student art 

work to be ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
 

Our guests even participated in an all American, Yonkers-style  

fire drill with the Yonkers Fire Department! 
 

 
A Kodak Moment ! 
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Halloween Bash 2009  

 
 

 
Best Bash Pals! 

 
It was a full house at the Bash! 

 
Our Little Darlings! 

 
The Chairman joins the Bash! 

 
 
 

 

Halloween Day Parade  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Charter School of Educational Excellence 
260 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10701 

Main:   914-476-5070 
Fax:   914-476-2858 

 

Catalina Castillo, Principal 
Email:  ccastillo@victoryschools.com 

Website:  www.charterschoolofeducationalexcellence.org 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Eduardo LaGuerre 

 

Nadine Burns-Lyons 
Sobeida Cruz 
John Falco 

Carlos Medina 
Carol Russo 
John Torres 

 

 

 

 


