
 
 
 
 

 
 

Message from the Principal!  
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
It is with great pleasure  that I welcome you to the Charter School of Educational Excellence  
fam ily .  The upcoming school year promises to be an exciting one for us and we hope it will be for 
you as well.  
 
We are pleased to present you with our 2010 -2011  Parent Handbook.  The Parent Handbook 
pr ovides information that explains the Code of Conduct and policies upheld at CSEE.  It also offers 
information about how your childõs progress is measured along with the school calendar, testing 
schedules, dates scheduled for parent/teacher conferences, dates for grade -specific parent/teacher 
workshops, progress reports, and report card distribution dates.  

 
Parents play an integral role in their children's e ducation and in making this a great school.  We 
cannot achieve successful goals without you.  We encourage your participation in the 
Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO), our programs, and extracurricular activities.  
 
As specific questions arise over the cour se of the year, please refer to this Parent  Handbook to 
address your inquiries. Please feel free to call the school, or your childõs teacher with any 
additional questions you may have.  
 
With standards and accountability measures becoming greater for school s and for students, we all 
have the highest expectations for the upcoming school year.  I look forward to working together 
with you to make this academic year a successful one  for our children  and for CSEE. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Catalina Castillo  
Principal  
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CSEE'S COMMITMENT TO  THE EDUCATION OF CHI LDREN  
 

The Charter School of Educational Excellence will work as a team with colleagues, parents, 
students and community in its commitment to provide our    children with a nurturing, safe 
and secure environment that holds optimum opportunities to learn, thrive and  succeed. 

Through modeling respect for self and others our students develop an appreciation for 
differences and  are inspired to capture a true sense of confidence, pride and self -esteem. 

CSEE emphasizes the  character development in  every child by guiding t hem to make moral 
and informed decisions.   Children learn and understand at an early age that making good 
choices in life will help them maintain positive attitudes and a healthy lifestyle.  

Giving all children every possible opportunity to maximize their p otential and satisfy their 
natural curiosity to learn supports our belief that every child can learn.   CSEE is committed 
to ensuring the success of every student.  

Through our effective instructional practices and consistent efforts our students come to 
und erstand that our contributions to their education and our high expectations of ethics, 
self-discipline and academic excellence are the key to their long -term happiness, success 
and independence.  
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CHARTER SCHOOL OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE  

ñWe aim to inspire, motivate and instill a love for learning in all studentsò 

 

Mission Statement  

 

The mission of the Charter School of Educational Excellence (òCSEEó) is to produce students who 

meet or exceed all New York State learning standards.  CSEE will do th is by creating a challenging 

learning environment with high expectations for every child with an emphasis on the basic subject 

areas of English -language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science.  The school will employ 

standards based and research pr oven curriculum, implement best educational practices, use a 

vari ety of assessments to measure on -going student progress in skills and content learning, and 

support teachers with professional development activities that are aligned to the instructional 

program.  CSEEõs emphasis on basic subjects will give students a strong academic foundation that 

will allow them to become critical thinkers and life -long learners.  The school will also expose 

students to a d iverse curriculum that promotes appreciation of ar t, music, and cultural awareness.  

The Charter School of Educational Excellence will provide a safe and nurturing environment for all 

students and foster a strong partnership with families and the community.  

Vision Statement  

 

Our vision is to create a scho ol that has high expectations for every child and challenge each child to 

surpass the state learning standards. In order for our vision to be realized, we believe 

philosophica lly that every child must be provided first with a strong foundation in òthree Rõs ð 

reading, writing, and arithmetic. Once the basics have mastered, the child will have a strong 

foundation from which to tackle higher order skills, and to achieve at high levels.  Ultimately, we 

expect to see children e ngaged in challenging work, such a s conducting experiments for deep 

understanding, exploring cu ltures and histories using primary documents, engaging in debates of 

classical literature, analyzing great works of art, and appreciating musical compositions, among 

others.  Our goal is for ever y child to become a critical thinker and life -long learner.  

 
Philosophy  

 

The fundamental belief at the Charter School of Educational Excellence is that ALL CHILDREN CAN 

LEARN.  All children have the right to attend schools in which they can progress and le arn.  They 

shall have a real opportunity to learn equally rigorous content.  We hold our school accountable to 

the same standards as those of the highest performing schools in our state.  

 

The Charter School of Educational Excellence encourages teachers to engage in òPerformance-

basedó instruction, so that our students learn both the basics and the higher-level skills they will 

need after graduation.  Performance -based classes are more difficult to design and teach than the 

lecture approach, but they help ch ildren learn better and become excited about learning.  Children 

learn by doing.  Students are required to prove, through their projects and presentations, that they 

have mastered knowledge and skills in language arts, social studies, mathematics, and scie nce. 
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GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS 

 

 

We, the student s of  the Charter S chool of Educational Excellence 
promise to:  
 

1. Respect our teachers, fellow classmates, and members of our community.   We realize 

that r espect begins with us and we must give respect to  earn it.   

 

2. Attend school every day prepared, on time, and ready to learn and participate.  

 

3. Behave and follow all school rules.  

 

4. Be attentive and polite in class so that these positive behaviors will promote an 

excellent teac hing and learning environment . 

 

5. Keep our hands and feet to ourselves because violence and hateful acts are the 

opposite of what we stand for and we want to live in a safe, peaceful, and friendly 

world.  

 

6. Avoid using hateful words that would hurt other people's feelings and apologize wh en 

needed because we are kind, loving, and virtuous students.  

 

7. Respect the property of our school and others because we have integrity and want to 

live in a world that is honest, trusting and kind.  

 

8. Maintain a healthy body and mind by saying "NO" to smok ing, drugs, and alcohol 

because we want to enjoy a long, healthy and productive life.  

 

9. Be leaders instead of followers. As leaders we will act responsibly so we will not 

jeopardize the freedoms and rights we enjoy as citizens of this country.  

 

10.  Develop ou r talents by using our time wisely to learn, study and make the right 

choices b ecause we want to be successful and prepare to become the future leaders of 

this great nation some day.  
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Important School Contacts  

(  
 
School Address :      Charte r School of Educational Excellence  
      260 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10701  
 
School  Main Number:     914 -476 -5070   

Fax Number:       914 -476 -2858    

            
Principal   Catalina Castillo     Ext. 12  

Email:  ccastillo@cseeschool. org    
 
Assistant Principal      Gloria Smith       Ext. 18  
      Email:  gsmith@cseeschool.org  
    

 
Business Manager     Stephanie Alves     Ext. 11  

Email:  salves@cseeschool. org   
 

Administrative Assistant    Crickett McFadden     Ext. 12  
      Email:  cmf@cseeschool.org     

 
 

Data, Assessment and Compliance   Cynthia Cameron     Ext. 26  
Coordinator      Email:  ccameron@cseeschool. org   
 
 
Business Assistant     Abigail Rivera      Ext. 0  

Email: arivera@cseeschool. org   
 
Special Education     Stephanie Smith     Ext. 14  

Email:  ssmith@ cseeschool. org   
 
Title I       Jennifer Spina      Ext. 14  
      Email:  jspina@cseeschool.org  
 
Title I       Barbara Schneer     Ext. 14  

Email:  bschneer@cseeschool. org   
 
Social Worker      Melissa Fuller      Ext. 18  

Email:   mfuller@ cseeschool. org   
 
PTO      Ism ael Ibrahim     Ext. 16  
      Email:  ibrahim963@aol.com  
 
School Nurse      Debra Leach (YPS)     Ext. 15  
 
Partners in Education    Victory Schools, Inc.           212 -786 -7900  

Mary Cordero, Director of Academics      212 -265 -1742  
111 West 57th Street Suite 52 5     
New York, NY 10019  
 

 
 
 
 



Page 7 of 63 

 

OUR INSTRUCTIONAL PR OGRAMS 
 
Curriculum & Instruction at CSEE 

 
The instructional program at the Charter School of Educational Excellence is specifically designed 
to meet all of the New York State Learning Standards.  Our goal i s to meet and exceed performance 
and assessment standards in students.  Instruction is age/grade appropriate with strong emphasis 
on the development of students' social and academic skills through character building activities.   
See description of program s below.  
 

Core Knowledge 
CSEE utilizes a proprietary, standards-based Core Knowledge curriculum to teach history, science, 
geography, literature and fine arts at a high academic level.  Students will follow a sequence of 
instruction by themes from September to June. 
 
Creative Thematic Enrichment   

CSEE uses thematic units that combine reading, math, art, dance, music, computer skills and field trips 
into enjoyable and informative lessons.  
 
Balanced Literacy/Balanced Math  

Our Balanced Literacy program uses authentic literature, independent reading, author studies, genre 
studies, and the writing process.  Balanced Math incorporates many of these language elements into 
the math curriculum.  
 
Hands-On Science & Technology 
Our hands-on curriculum teaches the fundamentals of science while encouraging exploration and 
analysis. Technology and computer skills are incorporated into the curriculum in all grades. 
 
Core Knowledge   
 
Core Knowledge is a detailed outline that provides a common base of curriculum content for 
language arts, history, geography, mathematics, science, art, and music at the Academy.  The Core 
program has been called a gifted program for all children.  It is  designed to encourage steady 
academic progress for children to build skills from one year to the next.  Core prevents repetition 
and gaps in instruction that occurs when schools lack a definitive curriculum guideline.  
 
The Core Sequence is also based on k nowledge of cultural diversity, so students celebrate and 
understand each otherõs heritage.  Core stresses the value of the arts as essential knowledge that 
students should have, and, in the Core Sequence, there are many opportunities to sing, dance, 
li sten to music, play, act, read and write poetry, draw, paint, and make objects.  Students are also 
exposed to fine paintings and musical compositions.  With this basic arts foundation, our students 
are able to participate in and communicate ideas and feelings  about arts experiences.  
 
English Language Arts and Literacy Development  
 
Ö English Language Arts (ELA)  

Our Curriculum has interwoven literature from our Scott Foresman Literacy Program, Core 
Knowledge and skills with all learning activities.  Our students f ind related meanings in all 
stories and literary content as they study the countries and cities of the story settings and 
characters, and even the language, music, and art of the country and time period in which 
the stories take place.  

 
Ö Reading  

Our reading  program is designed to teach every student how to read.  Students read books 
at their independent reading level and share their thinking with their peers while teachers 
confer individually and in small groups to move students forward in the continuum of 
reading.  While r eading skills and strategies are tailored to the needs and le vel of each 
ind ividual student, aligned with ongoing reading assessment and practice, areas in need of 
reinforcement are supported as needed.  All curricula, including mathematics , social  

http://www.victoryschools.com/new/schooldesign/index.asp?pageid=handsonscitech
http://www.victoryschools.com/new/schooldesign/index.asp?pageid=handsonscitech
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studies, health, science, art, and music, have incorporated reading practices to support 
lear ning in all the academic subject areas.  Students at CSEE have opportunities to utilize 
and practice critical thinking skills to solve math problems; expl ore historical biographies; 
investigate issues that relate to a healthy mind and body; conduct animal studies; and 
research to learn about great artists and musicians and complete written projects.   

 
Ö Writing  

Our writing initiative is taught during the Wri tersõ Workshop where students receive 
expl icit writing instruction  through a mini -lesson.  The components of the mini -lesson 
provide students with the opportunity to try out what was modeled by the teacher (active 
engagement) and then students use those st rategies as they write independently for a 
structured period of time.  The teacher then confers individually or holds guided writing 
small group lessons to move students forward as writers.  Students go through this daily 
writing process guided by the 6 & 1 Traits of Writing .   
 
Additionally, writing has been integrated i nto all curricula, and focuses on studentsõ 
abilities to engage in the writing process which includes preparing written drafts for 
editing and evaluation.  Final edited drafts corrected in grammar and punctuation, with 
detailed and well -formatted stories and poems, are then òpublishedó and displayed in the 
classrooms, hallways or filed into student portfolios.  All students have the opportunity to 
enjoy author studies, which often culminate in meeting real authors, or journalists who 
model exemplary methods of writing and editing.  

 
Ö Listening  

Students are engaged throughout the day in activities that promote listening skills.  Our 
student -centered classrooms focus on encouraging active listeni ng and sharing of ideas in 
a cooperative learning environment.  Through guided listening activities, read -a-louds and 
graphic organizers, students develop note -taking skills to develop effective test -taking 
strategies in preparation for the  NYS exams. 

 
Ö Speaking  

Students are engaged in developing a repertoire of words appropriate to formal and social 
situations.  Students will listen to and present oral presentations to develop the skill of 
expressing personal points of view, formulating opinions and judgmen ts and fluently 
artic ulating their understanding of the world, views and people around them.  

 
MATHEMATICS  
 
Everyday Mathematics  was developed through the University of Chicago School Mathematics 
Project for children in the elementary grades to develop math ematical literacy and become life -
long analytical thinkers.  Everyday Math begins with the premise that students can and must learn 
more mathematics than has been expected in the past and that they be given opportunities to 
experiment with math in real -lif e situations.  Our Everyday Mathematics curriculum encourages 
children to develop problem solving skills through sophisticated processes of collecting and 
analyzing data to solve problems through the integrated study of number systems  
 
Highlights of the en riched mathematics program:  

Ö Problem solving everyday math situations;  
Ö Linking past experiences to new concepts;  
Ö Sharing ideas through discussions;  
Ö Developing concept readiness through hands -on activities and explorations;  
Ö Cooperative learning through partn er and small group activities;  
Ö Increasing òfact poweró through games (math facts); 
Ö Providing ongoing review and applications (reinforcement and enrichment);  
Ö Solving problems applying multiple strategies;  
Ö Integrating mathematics in daily routines;  
Ö Providing  a variety of assessment opportunities (student observations, math boxes, unit 

tests, mid and end of year assessments; and  
Ö Empowering parents to understanding new math concepts  
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SCIENCE 
 

Our Science curriculum  is a research -based, real -life, hands -on app roach to learning science.  The 
program consists of learning three units of studies in science aligned to the New York State 
Standards, which include:  
 
Ö Life Science  
Ö Earth Science  
Ö Physical Science  

   
We use several tools to supplement the program in order t o give students more comprehensive 
experiences in science and prepare them for the 4 th  grade New York State exam in Science (ESPET).  
The Macmillan/McGraw -Hill Science textbook series  is a complete and comprehensive standards -
based program that provides ac tivities for students to observe, question, hypothesize, experiment, 
and draw conclusions.  Using manipulatives students will be able to solve problems; interpret data; 
predict outcomes and communicate their findings to demonstrate their understanding and 
kno wledge of scientific concepts.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES  
 
Students study a comprehensive history and geography curriculum, which is integrated with music 
and art.  Some topics presented in social studies include the study of Black History, Ancient Egypt, 
Early A mericans, The Middle Ages, WWI and WWI, the French Revolution, and current events in 
Lat in America.  Students learn and develop map skills, research techniques, awareness of cultures, 
and of the United States and abroad.   
 
MUSIC AND ART  
 
The music and art  curriculum integrates social studies as its central theme, so that each history or 
geography unit is broadened and enhanced with related music and art experiences.  Some 
examples of how our music and art are integrated in topics at each grade level:  
 
Grad e 1: World Beliefs    

Students shake maracas to the music of Tito Puente and Ravi Shankar.  

Grade 2: Black History   

Students visit the Studio Museum in Harlem and listen to Scott Joplinõs Ragtime Music when they 

learn about immigration.  

Grade 3:  Early Ameri cans  

Students listen to the music of Aaron Copland.  

Grade 4:  The Constitution   

Students examine the portraits of Gilbert Stuart.  
 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN  ENGLISH 
 
To promote cultural awareness and the appreciation and respect for other people, CSEE will teach  its 
children Spanish as a Second Language. The main component of the foreign language curriculum will be 
Amigos: Spanish as a Second Language, published by REI America. This will be supplemented with 
teacher -developed lessons that e ngage students in creat ive speaking and listening classroom activities.  
 
The first goal of foreign language education is for students to communicate at a basic literacy level in one  
language other than English.  One of the goals of our Spanish program is to promote the acquisi tion and  
proficiency of social language.  Students will be able to understand basic commands and formulate simple  
phrases.  
 
The second goal of the program is for students to understand the interrelationship between language and 
culture.   Students acquir e an appreciation for the  culture s that exist  within our community and gain  
an understanding of gestures and perceptions, and learn about folklore. This will help students develop 
cross -cultural sensitivity and understanding.    
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
The Physical Education Curriculum enables students to master manipulative and large motor 
skills.  Students perform warm -up and cool -down exercises both indoors and outdoors.  Students 
become competent in a variety of physical activities and especially skilled  in a few.  Our students 
design a weight -control and stress -management system with skills for flexibility and physical 
endurance.  Students practice multi -cultural games and dances to celebrate diversity, and they 
mod ify these activities for students with disabilities.  The safety awareness program helps develop 
skills of cooperation, as students express concern for the safety of others.  
 
Through physical education exercises, the language arts skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing are utilized  in planning and organizing games and sports and in communicating to 
classmates and teachers.  Students also use interpersonal and character skills in their discussions 
about games and sports.  There are five Physical Education textbooks that coincide with  the 
curr iculum, including books for outdoor and indoor games and sports, total participation and self -
esteem, middle school fitness and skills, cross -curriculum programs, and international games and 
dances.  Students also learn about the influence of cult ure and media in issues of health and 
community service.  
 
ASSESSMENTS USED TO MONITOR PROGRESS AT CSEE 
 
In addition to teacher -prepared tests and mandated New York State Elementary Assessments, 
students enrolled in CSEE will take a series of curriculum -based exams which include the 
following:  
 

 DIBELS is administered to students in Grades K -2 at the Beginning of the Year (Month 1 -3), 
Middle of the Year (Month 4 -6), and End of Year (Month 7 -10). 

 
 Victory Schools Interim Assessments  will be administered every  two months to students 

in Grades 3 -7.  Grade 2 will take the Interim Assessments twice in the late spring.   
 
School Assessments  
 
In addition to the mandated New York State Assessments we are required to administer students 
at specific grade levels, CSEE also assesses the ongoing prog ress of students throughout the year 
utilizing the following assessments:  
 

1. Victory Interim Assessments  
2. DIBELS 
3. Running Records  

 
VICTORY INTERIM ASSE SSMENTS (English Language Arts & Mathematics)  
 
Purpose/Description:  
The purpos e of these assessments are to help teachers learn more about their students' strengths 
and weaknesses relative to the state standards and the Victory Schools curriculum, so that 
instru ction can be tailored to each student's particular needs.  The goal of t hese brief assessments 
is not to rank students or professional development staff, and curriculum specialists to support 
better teaching and  learning.  Teachers are able to access the interim assessment Web site, 
Homeroom, to determine assessment results an d explore resources that teacher can utilize to 
create assig nments for students that target specific skills in critical areas identified as weaknesses.  
 
The Victory Schools assessments consist of two 25 -question, 40 minute assessments (October and 
November ) and one 40 -question, 60 minute assessment (spring) for each of the English Language 
Arts and mathematics to be taken by all students in Grades 3 -6.  In the spring, 25 -question, all 
grade 2 students will also take 40 -minute assessments.  Each assessment w ill be administered in 
the traditional paper -and -pencil format on bubble -in scoring sheets.  Upon completion, the 
assessments will be scanned at the school.  Results are  accessible on the assessment site within 24 
hours.   
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VICTORY INTERIM ASSESSMENTS 
(ELA and Math) 

 

 
Testing Administration  

 

 
Administration Dates  

 

 
Grade/s  

 
Duration  

 
 

Assessment 1 
 

 
Sept 21-Sept 23 

 
Grades 3-7 

 
40 minutes 

 
Assessment 2 

 

 
Nov 9-Nov 12 

 
Grades 3-7 

 
40 minutes 

 
Assessment 3 

 

 
Jan 11-Jan 13 

 

 
Grades 3-7 

 
40 minutes 

 
 

Assessment 4 
 

March 15-March 17 
 

 
*Grade 2 

Grades 3-7 
 

 
40 minutes 
60 minutes 

 
Assessment 5 

 
June 7-June 9 

 
*Grade 2 

Grades 3-7  
 

 
40 minutes 
60 minutes 

 
Utilizing the results and data of students' Interim Assessments, teachers will be able to access the 
Princ eton website to analyze specific skills in need of improvement for each individual student/or 
class.  Teachers will also have the capabilities of creating activities on the site to support deficient 
skills in reading and mathematics.  It is expected that t eachers in Grades 3 -6 utilize these 
techno logies to supplement instruction.  Teachers will receive username and password 
information to access this website.  
 
Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills  
 
DIBELS are a set of standardized, individually  administered measure of early literacy development.  
They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measure used to regularly monitor the 
development of pre -reading and early reading skills in students in Grades K -2.   
 
The measures developed upon the  essential early literacy domains report to assess student 
development of phonological awareness, alphabetic understanding, and automaticity and fluency 
with the code.  Each measure demonstrates to be reliable and valid indicators of early literacy 
develo pment and predictive of later reading proficiency to aid in the early identification of 
students who are not progressing as expected.  The results can be utilized to evaluate the 
individual student d evelopment as well as provide grade -level feedback toward validated 
instructional objectives.   
 
DIBELS assesses students' abilities in the following:  
 
- Initial Sounds Fluency  
- Letter Naming Fluency  
- Phoneme Segmentation Fluency  
- Nonsense Word Fluency  
- Oral Reading Fluency  
- Retell Fluency  
- Word Use Fluency  
 
To learn mor e about DIBELS please visit: http://dibels.uoregon.edu/index.php  

 

 
 
 

http://dibels.uoregon.edu/index.php
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DIBELS TESTING ADMINISTRATION DATES FOR 2010-2011  
(GRADES K-2)  

 
 

TESTING PERIOD 
 

 
DATES 

 
MAKE UP DATES 

 
PROGRESS MONITORING DATES 

 
Fall  2010  Sept 13 ɀ Sept 17 TBD  Begin on or about October 25th  

Winter 2011  Jan 10 ɀ Jan 14 TBD Begin on or about April 4th  

Spring 2011  June 6 ɀ June 10 TBD  

 
 
RUNNING RECORDS  
 
A running record is a method of assessing reading that can be accomplished quick ly and 
frequen tly.  It is individually conducted and provides data on a studentõs oral reading behaviors.  
Running records can be used to document reading progress over time, help teachers decide what 
students need to learn  in order to reach the next perfo rmance level , and match students to 
appropriate books (just --right books).  Readers will be  assessed more than three formal 
assessment times a year (lower level students more frequently than higher level students) even 
though the data will be formally coll ected three times a year.   We use the Fountas and Pinnell text 
gradient chart to gauge student reading levels.  
 
*See GRADIENT LEVELS on next page  to see the level of reading book recommended for 
students at specific grade levels . 
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GRADE L EVEL GOALS 

Fountas & Pinnell  

 

A       Kindergarten 

B   

C  

D   

E      First Grade  

F  

G  

H   

I   

J      Second Grade 

K   

L   

M       Third Grade  

N  

O  

P       Fourth Grade 

Q  

R  

S      Fifth Grade 

T   

U  

V      Sixth Grade 

W   

X   

Y  

Z      Seventh & Eighth Grade 

 
New York State Assessments  
Elementary and Intermediate -Level students are expected to take a series of state examinations in 
grades 3 -6.  These exams include the New York State Elementary and Intermediate Assessments in 
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.  
NYS Curriculum Standards  can be accessed by visiting the website:  
 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/ls.html  
 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/ls.html
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Dates of Elementary and Int ermediate State Assessments are posted on the Internet at:                             
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/sched.html  
Sample Preparation Exams : 
 
Á ELA Sample Tests and information:    

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintela.html  
 

Á Mathematics Sample Tests and information:  
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintmath.html  
 

Á Science Sample Tests a nd information:    
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintsci.html  
 

Á Social Studies Sample Tests and information:  
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ osa/elintsoPPC.html  
 

Á NYSESLAT testing information:                             
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/nyseslat/home.shtml  

 
Teachers are expected to stay abreast and informed about all  elementary school testing dates and 
scoring information related to their grade level.  The principal will communicate timely testing 
information and SED updates as they become available.  
 
*See New York State Elementary Level Assessment calendar on next p age.  
 

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 

2010 -2011  
 

 
Assessments 

 

 
Grade/s  

 
Dates 

English Language Arts  
 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7 May 4-May 6 
 
 

Mathematics  3, 4, 5, 6, 7 May 11-May 13 
 

Elementary Level Science Performance 
Test 
 
 

4 May 31-June 3 

Elementary Level Science Written Test  
 

4 June 6 

New York State English as a Second 
Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 

K-7 
 

 

April 13 -May 24 
(Speaking Section)  

New York State English as a Second 
Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 
 

K-7 May 16-May 24  
(Listening, Readin g, and Writing 

Section)  
These are actual scheduled testing dates for CSEE students 

 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE &  PUNCTUALITY  
 
Our Instructional Day / Arrival and Dismissal  
Arrival time for students who eat breakfast in school begins at 7:20 a.m.   Students will b e picked 
up by their teachers in the MPR no later than 7:55 a.m.   Instruction begins promptly at 8:00 a.m .  
Any student reporting to school after 8:00 a.m. must get a late pass at the reception desk before 
proceeding to his/her class. If a child demonstrat es a pattern of arriving late to school, a letter will 
be sent home to the parent by the teacher or Principal requesting a meeting or phone conference 
to discuss the reason for a child's chronic lateness to school.  
 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintela.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintmath.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintmath.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/elintsocst.html
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/nyseslat/home.shtml
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For the security and safety of our chil dren here at CSEE, parent/s and/or legal guardian/s are the 
only designated individuals to pick up a child from school.  If there is an emergency that impedes 
a parent's ability to pick up their child from school at any time, a signed note from the 
parent/ guardian granting the school permission to release the child to an individual other than the 
parent/legal guardian, parent designee as noted on the emergency contact form.  The note must 
provide a telephone number where the parent or guardian can be reache d so that consent by 
tel ephone is granted verbally, also. The individual picking the child up from school must present 
ph oto identification and sign the child out from school. The school will not release any student 
to any individual unable to present phot o identification.  
 
Each class will be assigned a designated area for line up in the morning and a dismissal 
plan/schedule for the end of the day begins at 3:45 p.m.  Parents are expected to make the 
necessary arrangements to have their children picked up o n time from school every day no later 
than 4:00 p.m.   
 
Accurate attendance records are kept daily.  If a child will be absent, the parent should call the 
school to inform the school of the reason for their child's absence. Upon a child's return to school 
the parent must submit an absence note.  In cases of extended non -attendance to school for 
med ical reasons, a doctor's note will be requested.  After three absences continuous, the teacher 
will phone the parent and place comments in the attendance book.  Al l attendance records are 
placed in the childõs permanent record file. 
 
We look forward to partnering with parents in enforcing consistent attendance, which is critical to 
the continuity of the learning process and student success. As we uphold standards fo r student 
success, we encourage parents to help their children maintain exemplary attendance.  In fact, 
academic testing and report card grades depend on consistent and prompt arrival at school in the 
morning and full daily attendance.   
 
SCHOOL SAFETY POL ICIES 
 
While we cannot prevent each and every emergency, our pledge to parents is to keep you informed 
and current about our school õs safety procedures.  
 
Keep in mind that these procedures are NOT intended to limit a parent's access to their child.  
Rathe r, these safety protocols are designed to make sure that staff knows who is in the building 
and around our children at all times.  
 

 Visitorõs Procedures 
Visitor's procedures are intended to ensure the security and safety of our children and staff.   

  
  Repor t to the Reception Desk  to announce your visit.  
  Present a Photo ID  and sign our Visitor's Log  (indicating your time of arrival and 

your intended destination).  
  Obtain a Visitor's Pass  and wear it so that it is visible to all staff and students in the 

build ing.  While in the building, please wear your pass at all times . 
  Take a seat in our reception area and wait there for further assistance.  Please do 

not proceed past the reception area until you have been instructed to do so.  
  Sign out and return your visit or's pass to the reception desk.  

 
Early Release of Students  
 
Early release for students is not an option except under the following circumstances:  
 The studentõs parent has a proven family emergency 

 The student is suffering from an illness or injury or need s a change of clothing  
 The student creates a situation in which he or she is a threat to the other students or to a 

teacher or to him/herself  
 The parent notifies the school in writing, preferably in advance, or calls us the previous day  

 The parent notifies  the teacher, early in the AM, and the early dismissal is noted.  All early 
dismissals are noted in the class Attendance Book.  
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 Parent is required to sign the student out in the Early Release Book located at the reception 
desk and must also sign the student s' Pick Up Information Card.  

 
Late Release of Students  
 
Dismissal is at 4:00 p.m.  CSEE expects students to be picked up from school on time every 
day.   In the event there is an emergency and a parent is not able to arrive on time for 
dismi ssal, parent or designee must contact the school by calling 914 -476 -5070  to inform the 
school of the situation.  Parent must either indicate a reasonable time he/she will arrive to the 
school or designate a person/s to pick up the child.  Any person/s designated to pick u p a 
student in the event of an emergency must be listed on the students' Emergency Contact Card 
and must come prepared to present proof of identity (photo identification) before the school 
releases the student.  Photo identification can be a valid driver's  license, pass port, or other 
legal identif ying photo document.  

 
If the designee is not listed on the students' Emergency Contact Card, the parent/legal 
guardian must provide written and signed permission allowing the school to release the 
student to a per son/s not listed on the Emergency Contact Card.  Signed permission may be 
sent or faxed to the school prior to or at the time of release.  To get consent of release, the 
school may also request immediate telephone contact parent/legal guardian to verify 
designee's name, identity, etc.  Parent or designee must sign the Student Pick Up Card  at the 
time of release.   These pr ocedures are not negotiable.  
 
We appreciate your cooperation on your childõs behalf. 

 
ENTRANCE AND EXIT PR OCEDURES 

 
 ENTRANCE PROCEDURES 

Upon arrival, all visitors, including PTO Officers and parent volunteers, are required to sign 
in and receive an ID badge at the Reception Desk . The wearing of ID badges will assist 
school personnel in identifying those who should not be in the building. Unl ess specifically 
authorized by a staff member, no visitors will be allowed to proceed beyond the Reception 
Area .   

 
If a person is not an employee, and is not wearing a visitor badge, employees will request 
that person to follow proper procedure and get a visitor badge from the Reception Desk .  
Refusal to follow procedures and/or show identification will result in denial of access to 
the school.  

 
 LATE PROCEDURES 

Late arrivals - Between 8:00 AM and 9:00 AM, parents should drop off their children at the 
door.   After 9:00 AM, the child must be accompanied by their parent/guardian to the 
Reception Desk  to be signed in by the parent/guardian and get a late pass.  

 
A student reporting to school after 8:00 a.m. is considered late and must pick up a late 
pass  at the Reception Desk  to be admitted to his/her classroom.  

 
 PICK-UP PROCEDURES 

Any person/s designated to pick up a student in the event of an emergency must be listed 
on the Student Information Emergency Contact Card  and must come prepared to present 
proof of id entity (photo identification) before the school releases the student.  Photo 
identification can be a valid driver's license, passport, or other legal identifying photo 
document.   
 
If the designee is not listed on the students' Emergency Contact Card, the parent/legal 
guardian must provide written and signed permission allowing the school to release the 
student to a person/s not listed on the Emergency Contact Card.  Signed permission may 
be sent or faxed to the school prior to or at the time of release.  T o get consent of release, 
the school may also request immediate telephone contact of parent/legal guardian for 
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ver i fication.  For a child's protection, parents should understand that this means that no 
exceptions will be made for any student . 

 
Pick up and early release procedures also include parent or designee signing the student 
out of school on the Early Sign Out Book  and also on the Student Pick Up Information  
card (yellow card for girls, blue card for boys).  Signatures are required on both of these 
documents.  
 

 SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
During other special events where large groups of visitors will be present (open houses, 
holiday events, etc.), the principal will have the discretion to waive the sign -in and sign 
out/ID badge procedure.   

 
We encourage all membe rs of our community to take responsibility for their part in 
mai ntaining a safe school environment by promoting compliance with school rules, and 
repor t ing potential problems to the principal.  

 
Student Supervision  
 
To ensure student safety and minimize mis haps in and around the school building, teachers are 
expected to lead their classes to and from all out -of -classroom activities.  These activities include 
picking classes up at their designated line up area in the morning; any recess activity; escorting 
students to and from breakfast, lunch and playground; and dismissal.  Classes are never  to be 
permitted to walk around the building without a teacher or attending staff.  Teachers may never 
leave a classroom and/or student/s unsupervised in any area of the b uilding without proper adult 
supervision.  
 
Emergency Evacuation Plan  
 
In the event of an emergency that requires school evacuation, the schoolõs official evacuation site 
is:  Nepperhan Community Center located at 342 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY  10701 .   
Phone:  (914) 965 -0203/06  Contact:  Jim Bostic, Executive Director  
 
UNIFORM POLICY/DRESS  CODE 
 
The Charter School of Educational Excellence  strictly enforces its uniform policy.  All students are 
expected to come fully dressed in school uniform every day  regardless of weather.  Failure to wear 
the uniform violates the school's uniform and discipline policy.  
 
CSEE Uniform for Girls : 
 
A Light Blue Peter Pan Blouse (lace trim optional)  (short sleeves for warm weather/long sleeves for 

cold weather)  

French Toa st  (Navy Blue) V -Neck Pleated Jumper  

French Toast  Navy Blue Slacks (for cold weather)  

Navy Knee -High Socks or Tights  

Black (closed -toe) Shoes  

Navy Blue Solid Cross Tie    

*Optional:  (Solid) Navy Blue Sweater (for cold weather if needed)  

 
CSEE Uniform for B oys : 
 
Baby Blue Oxford Shirt (short sleeves for warm weather/long sleeves for cold weather)  

French Toast  Navy Blue Slacks  

Blue or White Crew Socks  

Black Shoes  

Solid (Navy Tie)  

Optional for cold weather:  NAVY BLUE V-Neck/ Jersey Knit /Cardigan Sweater  
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Physi cal Education/Gym Uniforms :  
  
Navy blue sweat pants  (plain / no print  

Navy blue sweat shirt  (plain  / no print)  

 

Only on days that students are scheduled to participate in physical education, are they permitted 

to wear dark blue sweatpants, or blue sweat  shirt, and sneakers.   Students are required to wear 

their gym uniforms to participate in all physical education activities.  

 
Prohibited Attire:  
 
The Charter School of Educational Excellence promotes the academic and social development of all 
students in  their early preparation for the real world and a successful career.  In doing so, our 
dress code represents the standards of excellence our students are held to.  
 

1. Students (both boys and girls) are not permitted to wear sneakers, doo -rags, hats/caps, 
hood ies or any other type of headdress (except for religious purposes as previously 
di scussed with the Principal).   

2. Boys are not permitted to wear earrings in school and haircuts must be short and clean cut.  
3. Girls are not permitted to wear hoop or large earri ngs.  Earrings for girls must be close to 

the earlobe.  
 
Good Health & Hygiene:   
 
Please wash your child's school uniforms as often as needed.  We recommend parents purchasing 
two or more uniforms for the week (slacks, shirts, ties, jumpers, socks) so tha t it does not become 
a hardship doing laundry more times than needed.  It is important that our children report to 
school looking neat and clean at all times.  
 
MEETING WITH TEACHER S 
 
If a parent would like to meet with his/her child's teacher, please comp lete a Request for Contact 
from School Form  found at the reception desk in the main lobby of the school.  Teachers will 
receive these notices and contact parents to schedule a mutually convenient time to meet. It is the 
policy of the school that parents an d teachers schedule appointments to meet (unless it is an 
emergency).  For purposes of confidentiality, please avoid "parking lot" conferences with teachers.  
 
All staff at CSEE have business emails to make it convenient for parents to communicate on an as 
needed basis.  Emails were designed as follows:  The first letter of the teacherõs first name, the last 
name @cseeschool.org.  For example:  John Smith = jsmith @cseeschool.org  
 
Also, parents are not permitted to enter the school building when dropping off students.  Please 
review designated drop off areas and leave students at the door.  We discourage teachers from 
meeting with parents during entrance procedures in the morning.  Parent/teacher conferences 
du r ing instructional time are  not permitted .   
 
STUDENT LUNCH & RECESS  
 
Classes will be scheduled to a specific lunch period every day.  
 

Lunch Period 1  begins at 11: 20  a.m.  Grade s K-2 
Lunch Period 2  begins at 12:0 5 p.m.  Grade s 3-4  

 
Teacher Assistants and School Aides supervise playground recess/activities .  In good 
weather, students will have the opportunity to play and enjoy recess time outside during 
their lunch period in the playground.  
 
On rainy days and during the cold winter mont hs, students will return to or remain in their 
classrooms, dep ending on t heir lunch schedule.  They can enjoy some of the following 
activ i ties:  
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- movies  
- learning games  
- reading  
- study time  
- socializing appropriately using indoor voices  
 
PACKING LUNCH FOR ST UDENTS 
 
Parents are not to send food to school that requires warming.  For st udents that do not eat school 
lunch, a cold/bagged lunch is recommended.  Staff members are not permitted to heat food for 
students.  This practice is prohibited in the school.  Students are never to go to the staff lounge to 
request a staff member to heat  up meals.  The staff lounge is prohibited  to students.  Teachers are 
NOT able to store food in the refrigerator or heat up food using the microwave for students.  
 
STUDENT PROMOTION PO LICY 
 
Decision to Retain a Student  
If the student is at risk and has no t met New York State Standards for promotion to the next grade 
level, the principal will review all student academic records, including, student work, class 
tests/quizzes, projects, and a studentõs instructional intervention plan.  Written notification will 
be sent by April 30 th  inviting parent(s) to a Retention Notification Meeting with the principal and 
the classroom teacher to discuss student progress towards promotion and student meeting the 
New York State Standards with the parent/s.   
 
Parents must be  notified formally by the 1 st week in June  of the decision ònot to promoteó.  Such 
notification will be made in writing to the parent from the Principal.  
 
Summer school (if available) is mandatory for students that are recommended for retention in any 
grade.  Performance in summer school can determine but does not guarantee promotion to the 
next grade.  The final decision to promote a student following summer school will be determined 
by the summer school teacher in collaboration with the Principal based o n the students' overall 
academic needs and year -long performance.  
 
OTHER PROMOTION CONS IDERATIONS : 
 
 Student Attendance  

Students are expected to practice good habits of attendance and punctuality throughout their 
education.  A student must attain a 90% at tendance goal for the school year to meet the 
Charter School of Educational Excellenceõs promotion requirements.   
 

 Assessments & Performance  
Assessments are utilized in every grade level to monitor student learning and progress.    
Teachers will utilize a  variety of evaluative tools that measure progress and mastery in all of 
the content areas.  Assessing a studentõs performance includes but is not limited to 
observ ation by teacher of student overall participation and performance in class; performance -
based assessments; standardized tests; and other appropriate monitoring techniques.   
 
Teachers will provide parent(s) with ongoing detailed information about their childõs academic 
progress through progress reports and report cards.  Teachers will maintain st udent work in 
folders to document student progress towards meeting grade level benchmarks and New York 
State Learning Standards and Assessments.  
 

 Intervention & Student Support  
Parent(s) are expected to be active partners in the education of their child(re n).  Therefore, the 
Principal will communicate to parents what the student must know and the level at which the 
student must perform to meet state standards and the promotional criteria.  Parents will be 
advised before the 1 st report card that their childõs performance is not meeting or approaching 
New York State Learning and Performance Standards.  Early notification will provide an 
oppo rtunity to review student work and discuss strategies and academic intervention that is 
geared to meeting the New York St ate Learning Standards, Assessments.  Any at -risk student 
and/or student with special needs will have a personalized academic intervention plan and will 



Page 20 of 63 

 

be el igible for appropriate services under IDEA Act and Title I compliance mandates.  The 
student will be prioritized to participate in an after school program, Saturday Academy, 
summer pr ogram, and any other program that is designed at Charter School of Educational 
Excellenceõs to promote student achievement (if available).    
 

 Performance -Based/Instructio nal Criteria for Promotion  
 

According to CSEEõs new grading policy, students must achieve a 75% to pass all of the 
su bject areas.  

 
0 Promotion for K -2 Students  

The early childhood grades K -2 are crucial years in preparing students for success in the 
later ye ars.  Students in Grades K -2 must demonstrate progress towards the New York 
State Primary Literacy Standards and Mathematics Standards.  Students will be assessed  
frequently  to ensure benchmark mastery of literacy and math skills.  
 

0 Promotion for Grade 3 St udents  
Student promotions in Grade 3 will be based on whether the student has met the New York 
State Assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  A student must pass these 
exams scoring Level 3 and Level 4 to be considered for promotion.  Student s must also 
meet the New York State Learning Standards as evidenced by performance and student 
work.  
 

0 Promotion for Grade 4 Students  
Student promotions in Grade 4 will be based on whether the student has met the New York 
State Assessments in English Langua ge Arts; Mathematics; and Science.  A student must 
pass these exams scoring Level 3 and Level 4 to be considered for promotion.  Students 
must also meet the New York State Learning Standards as evidenced by performance and 
student work.  
 

0 Promotion for Grad e 5 Students  
Student promotions in Grade 5 will be based on whether the student has passed the New 
York State Assessments in English Language Arts  and Mathematics.  A student must pass 
these exams scoring Level 3 and Level 4 to be considered for promotion.   Students must 
also meet the New York State Learning Standards as evidenced by performance and student 
work.  
 

0 Promotion for Grade 6 Students  
Student promotions in Grade 6 will be based on whether the student has passed the New 
York State Assessments in En glish Language Arts and Mathematics.  A student must pass 
these exams scoring Level 3 and Level 4 to be considered for promotion.  Students must 
also meet the New York State Learning Standards as evidenced by performance and student 
work.  

 
0 Promotion for Gr ade 7 Students  

Student promotions in Grade 5 will be based on whether the student has passed the New 
York State Assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  A student must pass 
these exams scoring Level 3 and Level 4 to be considered for promotio n.  Students must 
also meet the New York State Learning Standards as evidenced by performance and student 
work.  
 

A Parents Right to Appeal Promotion Decision  
Parent(s) must first appeal the retention of their child with the Principal.  The appeal must be i n 
writing within three business days of the notification to retain the student.  The principal will 
consider the findings conducted of his/her review of students' results on test scores; class and 
hom ework; writing and math samples; teacher observations; a nd other relevant information before 
a final decision is made.  The principal will inform the parent(s) of the decision to promote or 
retain the student within three business days.  
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Catalina Castillo  
Principal  

260 Warburton Ave  
Yonkers, NY 10701  

914 -476 -5070 Ext. 12  
 

The parent may appeal the decision to the Board of Trustees by writing to the Board President.  
 

Eduardo LaGuerre  
Board President  

Charter School of Educational Excellence  
In care of James Stovall, Counsel  

Victory Schools  
111 W 57 th  Street  

New York, NY 10019  
Fax # 212 -265 -1742  

 
The Board will review all relevant information and will respond to the parent in writing within 
thi r ty days.  
 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES A ND AFTER SCHOOL HOUR S 
 

We encourage the participation of students in after school activitie s.  It is obligatory for a 
parent/legal guardian to provide the school with written consent allowing their child to participate 
in any after school, extra -curricular activity or field trip.  Phone and verbal consent from  a parent  
can not and will not be ac cepted.  Students will not be permitted to and may not participate in 
any after school activity without written permission from a parent or legal guardian . 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
We encourage teachers to take children on field trips.  Field trips are meaningful edu cational 
lear ning experiences.   When students return from a field trip, opportunity should be provided for 
them to write about their experiences and discuss what they learned. Principal must approve all 
trips, destination, date, etc.  
 
We welcome the part icipation of parents as chaperons on class trips *.  For proper supervision of 
students, there must be one chaperone assigned per 8 students.   I encourage class fundraisers to 
raise money for transportation and other trip related costs to ensure that all s tudents are able to 
participate in field trips regardless of cost.  
 
È Bagged Lunches.  The school will provide all students with a bagged lunch unless parent 

informs the teacher that the student will be bringing his/her own lunch on the trip.  
 

È Parent Conse nt.   Timely notification about a trip to parents is critical.  Students must return a 
signed consent slip by a parent or legal guardian to be permitted to attend any class trip 
and/or out -of -building/school activity.  No Exceptions  will be made for any stu dent failing to 
return a signed permission slip from a parent and/or guardian.  Permission by telephone will 
not  be honored.  
 

* CSEE will provide monthly parent sign -up sheets so parents can volunteer their time inside their 
childõs classroom, on trips, etc.  Even by signing up once a month, you will be supporting your childõs 

education and making a difference . 
 
PARENT -TEACHER ORGANIZATION  

 
The parents, according to the PTA By -Laws and regulations, create the Parent -Teacher 
Organiz ation.  The PTO President sits as an active member of the Board of Trustees.  The PTO sets 
its own meeting schedule, which is distributed, at the beginning of the school year.  Parents meet 
one night each month, and staff and administrators are also encouraged to attend these meeti ngs.   
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There are PTO special events and fund -raisers in which all parents are encouraged to volunteer, so 
that special events, cultural artists, and field trips may be purchased for the students attending 
the school.  The annual PTO membership fee is $10. 00.   Parents are obliged to attend a minimum 
if 5 PTO meetings eac h school year.  In addition to parents joining and participating  actively in the 
PTO meetings, parents are also encouraged to attend sponsored events and volunteer to support 
student activi ties throughout the year.  

 
IMPORTANT SCHOOL DOC UMENTATION REQUIRED FROM PARENTS  
 
Use the checklist below to remind you to submit very important information that must be 
returned to the school.  This information is very important to your child and to the sc hool.  

 
Have you returned your child's?  
Ç Student Emergency Contact Card  (PLEASE UPDATE PERIODICALLY ) 
Ç Lunch Application Form  
Ç Physical / Health Form  
Ç Dietary Restriction Form  
Ç Media Release Form  
Ç Neighborhood Walk Consent Form  

 
The school appreciates parents' im mediate response to all requests.  

 
 LUNCH FORMS  

Breakfast & Lunch Programs  
The school will send home information that is collected at the school the first week of 
school in September.  Along with all school forms parents must complete and return are 
the lun ch forms by the first week of school.  Information disclosed on these forms will 
determine a child's eligibility to receive free, reduced or paid meals for the school year.  
Parents must complete and submit a 1041 lunch application form every year.  

 
 MEDIA RELEASE FORMS 

Parents that do not wish to have their child photographed, interviewed or mentioned in a 
newspaper, magazine, article or other press releases must return the Media Release Form  
indicating their desire not to allow  their child to participate.   CSEE is often highlighted in 
local newspapers and other media outlets where students and staff are photographed and 
interviewed.   The media release forms are referenced when posting photos of children on 
the school website and other press releases inten ded for promotional purposes are 
newsworthy throughout the school year.  If the school does not receive notification 
indicating exclusion for their child in any of the above mentioned activities, student will 
participate if media opportunities become avail able.  

 
 NEIGHBORHOOD WALK PE RMISSION FORMS 

Parents may sign a neighborhood walk consent form that gives teachers permission to take 
a walk to a nearby area around the school.  These neighborhood walks are usually intended 
to complete a class science assignm ent/experiment, collect leaves or do nature 
observ ations outside of the school building.  Signing a neighborhood walk consent form 
will give teachers immediate permission to have your child participate in a class activity on 
an as-needed basis.  These form s cannot  be utilized as permission to take a child on a field 
trip or to any activity that is further than one or two blocks from the school.   

 
 PHYSICAL EXAMINATION  REQUIREMENTS 

A current physical is required for the following students: All new entrants ( upon entering 
school in any grade) and all Students in Grades 2; 4; 7; and 10.  A physical must be 
completed ònot more than 12 months prior to the commencement of the school year.ó   

 
GRADING POLICY AND R EPORT CARDS 

 
Parents are required to pick up report cards at scheduled conferences with teachers twice a year.  
Immediately upon reviewing the report card, the parent must sign it and return it to the school.  If 
a parent is not able to attend report card conferences, he/she is responsible for scheduling a 
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mutually convenient time to meet with the teacher and pick up the report card.  Report cards will 
not be sent home with students in the fall or in the spring .  Final report cards are sent home to 
parents with the students on the last day of school.  
 
Charte r School of Educational Excellenceõs assesses the performance of students on a trimester 
basis following the marking period dates below.  
 

Marking Periods  Begins    Ends     Report Card Distribution  

Fall Marking Period  September 7, 2010  December 3, 2010 December 8, 2010 

Winter Marking Period December 6, 2010    March 18, 2011   April 6, 2011 

Spring Marking Period  March 21, 2011  June, 24, 2011  June 24, 2011 

 
GRADING ɀ 75% = PASSING 

 
KINDERGARTEN ɀ GRADE 2 

 

 
GRADES 3 - 7 

 
Exams & Quizzes                                                             40%  Exams, Quizzes & Extension Projects                       40%                                            

Participation                                                                     15%  Participation                                                                     15%  

Classwork                                                                          15%  Classwork                                                                          15%  

Homework                                                                        20%  Homework                                                                         20%  

Folders & Notebooks                                                     10%  Folders & Notebooks                                                      10%  

      
Report cards grade students based on the New York State rating rubric for content and 
performance.  See rating rubric below for interpretation of New York State report card rating 
system.  
 
Grading criteria for CSEE is aligned to the New York State rating rubric.  See criteria for grading 
below.  
 
Level 4   85-100% 

Level 3   75-84% 

Level 2   74-55% 

Level 1   54-below  

 
Rating      Description of Student Performance  

 
4 = OUTSTANDING    Student is exceed ing standards (above grade level)  
3 = SATISFACTORY   Student is meeting standards (on grade level)  
2 = NEEDS IMPROVEMENT Student is approaching standar ds and is in need of support 

to improve  
1 = UNSATISFACTORY Student is performing below and is not meetin g standards.  

*Student  in need of AIS  
 
New York State Rating Rubrics    Interpretation of Grades  

 

1 Not Meeting  Learning 
Standards  

Student performance does not demonstrate an 
understan ding  of the skills in the subject area/s exp ected of 
this grade level.  

2 Partially Meeting  Learning 
Standards  

Student performance demonstrates a partial understanding  
of the skills in the subject area/s expected at this grade 
level. 

3 Meeting Learning Standards  Student performance demonstrates an understanding  and 
knowledge o f the skills in the subject area/ s expected at this 
grade level.  

4 Meeting Learning Standards 
with Distinction  

Student performance demonstrates a thorough 
understan ding  and knowledge of the skills in the subject 
area/s e xpected at this grade level.  
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Paren t/Teacher Conference Dates:  
 

Fall Conferences:  Dec 8, 2010  Afternoon:  1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Evening:  6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Spring Conferences:  Apr 6, 2011  Afternoon:  1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Evening:  6:00 p.m . to 8:00 p.m.  

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
In a ddition to the ongoing feedback teachers give parents through other means of reporting, 
int erim progress reports will give parents an update on how their child is performing on tests, 
disci pline, and progressing in all subject areas.  This feedback is inte nded to help parents work 
more effectively with their children at home.  Progress Reports are scheduled for distribution 
three times a year.  See distribution dates below . 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2010  

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2011  

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2011  

 
STAR STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  
 
Students will have opportunities to be nominated  Star Students of the Month.   Every month two 
students in every class will be nominated and his/her name will be displayed on the special Star 
Student bulletin board in the school.   Students w ill receive awards and certificates that will 
pr esented at monthly grade level assemblies.  
 
VIRTUOUS STUDENTS OF  THE MONTH  
 
The Core Virtues Program is a practical  character education program that promotes basic moral, 
civic and intellectual virtues on th e Kindergarten to 6th grade level.   It is a literature based 
program that  seeks to help children to fall in love with the idea of "being good" as well as 
cult ivate  their vocabulary of  virtue.   This program emphasizes the core virtues of respect, 
responsibi l ity, diligence, gratitude, generosity, courage, loyalty, compassion and forgiveness each 
month.  

The selection criteria for òVirtuous Student of the Monthó are each month one student is selected 
from each class by the classroom teacher to be recognized.   This student is one who has displayed 
or exemplified the Core Virtue monthly theme.   The selected student should have  demonstrated 
outstanding qualities, as well as having good attendance/punctuality to school and discipline.   The 
selection is also based o n how well students interact and socialize with others during recess and 
after school activities that carries out the monthly theme.  

CSEEõs Guidelines for Success (below) compliments the Code of Conduct and the virtues we instill 
in our students.   
 

HOMEWO RK POLICY  
 
Homework is an essential component of a good and effective instructional program.  Students are 
expected to do homework on a daily basis (Monday through Friday/including weekends).  Students 
must complete and submit homework assignments on time.   Homework should serve as a follow 
up and reinforcement to the day's lesson and/or practice of skills learned previously.  Teachers 
will make every effort to vary the types of homework assignments that are assigned so students so 
that students are able to  practice skills in all areas of reading, writing and technology whenever 
possible.  Completing homework assignments on a daily basis helps students to develop 
respons ible study habits at an early age.  *Every classroom has a Class Homework Notebook  that 
is accessible to parents upon request who want to check on missed assignments.  These notebooks 
are updated daily.  
 
Homework MUST  be assigned to students during all  school holidays and  vacations.  This includes  
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter Spring and  Summer Recesses .  Activities are intended to 
provide practice in reading, math, writing and research skills.   Homework should not be 
overwhel ming and should always provide easy to read and understand instructions.   Teachers will 
not assign homework that is not relevant to topics covered in class.  Students should be able to 
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reference notes from their class notebooks that will support them in completing assignments at 
home.  
 
If a student is absent from school, he/she is responsible for making up homework.  I f a parent 
knows that their child will be absent for an extended period of time, the parent is responsible for 
notifying the school and the teacher and making arrangements to get all missed work, homework 
and projects.  A parent/guardian is expected to sig n homework assignments and tests/quizzes 
that are sent home for correction and review.  
 
PARENTS AS PARTNERS/ SUPPORTING EDUCATION  AT HOME  
 

The school expects parents to monitor homework to ensure children are completing all required 
assignments throughout t he school year (including homework packets assigned during school 
breaks and summer vacation).  Homework should be signed regularly by a parent.  
 
Your childõs teacher will provide you with a Parent Homework Policy Letter at the onset of school.  
This lette r outlines the CSEE Homework policy in detail.  Please return the lower portion of the 
let ter with your signat ure acknowledging your support.  
 
The school expects parents to respond to and sign all communications from the school that 
requests a parent signa ture.  This includes parents signing and immediately returning report 
cards, Academic Progress Alerts, communications from the school, tests, transportation violations 
and other important documents that indicate that you have received and followed up on sc hool 
requests.    
 
SCHOOL COMMUNICATION S FOLDER 
 
Every student in every class should have a School Communications Folder (preferably red in 
color) .  This folder is intended to be interactive between school and home to ensure that 
communic ations sent from t he school reach parents and notices requiring follow or signatures get 
returned to school.  Teachers will send via this folder, school notices, program announcements, 
important documents, notes to parents, and all other school correspondence. Parents are e xpected 
to check for notices sent by the teacher and/or the school daily.  Please respond to notices on as 
instructed in school notices to avoid missing appointments and important deadlines .  Students 
absent on days notices are sent home must receive notic es/information upon returning to school.  
Teachers are expected to check students' Communication Folders  for notes and information 
returned from parents to the school (Ex.  Field trip permission slips, registration forms for student 
activities, etc).  Plea se check your child's Red Folder  daily and utilize these folders to get, send and 
return required information.  
 
TOOLS FOR LEARNING   
 
A list of basic supplies is mailed home to parents in August.  This list may not include some 
supplies teachers may want th eir students to have.  Therefore, parents may receive an additional 
list of school supplies at the beginning of the school year from the teacher requesting school 
supplies required for the year.  It is important that students come prepared with all tools f or 
learning every day.  This includes children coming to school with pencils, pens (for upper grades) 
and any other materials necessary to work, study, and learn.  
 
The school has the responsibility to educate your child, we would not be effectively fulfill ing our 
role in serving your child adequately if he/she comes to school unprepared and missing the 
mat erials needed to be successful in school.  If a student demonstrates of pattern of coming to 
school without the necessary tools for learning (missing text books, materials, pens/pencils, 
notebooks, etc.), a meeting with the parent will be requested by the teacher, social worker, or 
principal.   
 
Students are to utilize standard Composition (Marble) Notebooks.  Teachers will send a list of 
school supplies tha t your child will need for this school year.  
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PARENT RESPONSIBILIT Y FOR RETURNING AND REPLACING LOST/DAMAG ED TEXTBOOKS  

 

Textbooks that are taken home and assigned to students must be covered .  It is recommended 

that parents cover student workbooks, also.   Parents are responsible for reimbursing the school 

the cost of any tex tbooks that their child loses or  damages.  In the event a parent discharges 

their child from the school, all school property including textbooks must be returned to the 

school before o fficial records can  be released to the new school .    
 
ACCESS TO STUDENT RE CORDS 
 

All student records include educational information, which identifies the student either by name, 
number, or some other way, and are either in written form or on a computer.  They include 
personal and educational information such as test scores, attendance, and guidance folders.  They 
do not include discipline referrals or notes written by teachers or other school personnel about the 
student.   All student records are confiden tial and are enclosed in locked file cabinets.  
 
Access to Student Records by Parents, Legal Guardians, and Students : 
Á Authorized requests for studentsõ records will be honored.  Such request need not be in 

wri t ing.  
Á The parent or eligible student is entitled  to duplicate these records or computer printouts.  

However, original records may not be removed from the school.  
Á Access to the record will be made possible at the earliest convenient date.  In no case will the 

waiting period be more than forty -five days a fter the parent or eligible student has made a 
request for access.  

Á Parents or eligible students can make notes regarding the records.  The record search is 
completed at no cost to the parent or student.  Duplication fee is at cost but not to exceed 
twenty -five cents per page.  If the fee becomes a hardship for the parent or eligible student 
consider ation to waive the fee will be given.  

Á The Principal will arrange for a staff representative to explain and interpret the record data to 
the parent upon request.  

Á Parents who are disabled or who live outside of the school district are entitled to have 
phot ocopies forwarded to them.  The Principal will arrange for a staff member to interpret the 
record data to the parent by telephone or by mail.  

Á In the case of estran ged, divorced, or separated parents, or in the case of custody issues, 
requests by the custodial parents or legal custodians to examine the childõs records will be 
honored as outlined above.  

Á In the case of requests by non -custodial parents to view the chil dõs records, the custodial 
parent or legal custodian will be notified of such request, and after forty -five days, if no 
documents are found which bar the non -custodial parent from viewing these records, the 
records will then be made available to the non -custodial parent.  

Á If the education records contain information regarding more than one student, the parent or 
eligible student may inspect and review the information that pertains only to his/her child or 
the eligible student.  

 
THE USE OF CELL PHONES/ELECTRO NIC DEVICES POLICY FOR STUDENTS  
 
Cell phones, beepers, and other digital/technical devices/toys are strictly prohibited in the school.  
Exceptions are made ONLY for students that have extenuating circumstances that require them to 
have a phone when coming to and from school.  A parent/guardian must send the principal 
written notice requesting permission to have a child bring a cell phone to school.  If the principal 
authorizes a student to have a cell phone on premises, the conditions are that the cell phon e must 
be shut off until dismissal and the phone can not be visible or accessible to another student.  
 
We discourage students bringing cell phones, electronic games, and other costly toys to school as 
these devices can get lost, damaged or stolen.  We enco urage parents NOT  to send children to 
school with large sums of money.  Keep money to a minimum of $2.00 - $3.00 and ONLY when 
necessary.   THE SCHOOL IS NOT RE SPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR THE LOSS OF MONE Y OR ITEMS 
THAT ARE PROHIBITED IN THE SC HOOL.   
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REPORTING A CONCERN  
 
If a parent has a concern and/or complaint below please find the appropriate protocols 
established to address these matters.   All matters of concern must be first addressed at the 
building level with the Principal.  
 

Concern/Complaint Process : 
 
1. Request a meeting to discuss any concerns first with the Principal or complete a Complaint 

Form  that will be forwarded to the Principal for review and follow up.  
2. Some concerns/complaints may require documenting.  Complaint forms can be requested 

at the Reception Desk in the school's main lobby or from any school administrator.  
3. Principal reviews complaint/ concern and contacts the parents within 48 hours.  Serious 

concerns are prioritized and responded to immediately.  
4. If the matter is not resolved to the s atisfaction of the parent on the school level, a parent 

can contact Victory Schoolõs Director of Academics , Mary Cordero at 212 -786 -7900 . 
5. If the Regional Director is not able to resolve the matter to the satisfaction of the parent, 

the parents may send a w ritten complaint to the Secretary of the Board, Nadine Burns -
Lyons at c/o Victory Schools, Inc. 111 West 57  Street, Suite 525, NY, NY 10019  or fax 
At torney James Stovall, Counsel to 212 -265 -1742 . 

 
In efforts for building administrators to respond to any co ncerns, it is important that parents 
fo l low the appropriate protocol to address school -related matters.   
 
SURVEYS 
 
Surveys (Teachers, Parents & Students).  As a public charter, we are responsible for providing 
data, feedback, and documentation that demons trates our progress and success as a school at 
the end of each school year.  Teachers, students and parents will be asked to complete and 
submit an end of year survey.  We encourage full parent participation in these surveys, which 
will be part of our char ter renewal process in five years.  
 
COMMITMENT NOTICES (FOR RE-REGISTERING STUDENTS ) 
 
Registration of Students Year to Year  
Students are not automatically enrolled at the Charter School of Educational Excellenceõs year to 
year.  Parents must sign a Commitm ent Notice Form re-registering their child every year.   These 
notices are very important as enrollment in a charter school is based on a lottery system.    

 
if a parent does not return a Continued Enrollment Form  indicating his/her desire to continue the 
child in the school , the student will lose his/her seat at the end of June .  Open seats become 
immediately available to students that apply to the lottery.  

 
Make sure to return your completed  form  immediately when requested in the spring of every year 
to s ecure a seat for your child  year to year .  If a student is NOT returning to Evergreen, the parent 
must return the Commitment Notice indicating "NOT RETURNING".  Continued Enrollment Forms  
are sent to  parents from the school sometime in April.  If a parent does not receive one, they must 
contact the school by the end of April to request one .   
 
WITHDRAWING A STUDEN T FROM SCHOOL  
 
If a parent withdraws (discharges) a student from CSEE and enrolls him/her in another school, the 
parent is required to notify the school in advance so that the school can discharge the student 
officially and forward his/her academic records onto the new school.  It is very important that 
parents follow the withdrawal process.    
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Emergency School Closings  
 
Reports on emergency sc hool closings due to weather or other conditions are posted on the 
homepage of the Yonkers Public Schools 
http://www.yonkerspublicschools.org/about/about_closing.php , our Cable television station 
Channel 75 WDMC -TV, and are broadcast over the following rad io and television stations:  
 

Ö WCBS (880 AM)  
Ö WINS (1010 AM)  
Ö WADO (1280 AM) Spanish  
Ö WFAS (1230 AM)  
Ö WSKQ (97.9 FM) Spanish  
Ö WHUD (100.7 FM)  
Ö WOR (710 AM)  

Ö WNYW-TV Ch. 5 (Fox)  
Ö News 12 -TV  
Ö WCBS-TV Ch. 2 (CBS)  
Ö WNBC-TV Ch. 4 (NBC)  
Ö WVOX (1460 AM)  
Ö WABC-TV Ch. 7 

Parents may sign up to receive email school closing alerts by  subscribing to the YPS Emergency Notification  
List.   Emails are sent by 5:45 a.m.  To sign up you will need to write your first name, last name and working 
email address.  We encourage pa rents to subscribe to this system to learn about emergency school closings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendars  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Catalina Castillo, Principal                             Gloria Sm ith, Assistant Principal  

School Calendar  
2010 -2011

 

 

 

AUGUST 2010                                   
 

Monday  Aug 23 ð Sept 3  PRE-SERVICE FOR  CSEE STAFF 

SEPTEMBER 2010                                      Virtue of the Month:  Respect & Responsibility 
 

J September PTO Planner Activities:   PTO Sale of School & Student Items - September 16 th   - 5:30 -7:30 p.m.  

Monday  Sept 6  LABOR DAY ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

*Tuesday  *Sept 7  *FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  FOR STUDENTS AND STA FF (FULL DAY)  

Thursday -Friday  Sept 9 -Sept 10  ROSH HASHANAH ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday  Sept 16  Open House for Parents (5:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m.)  

Monday  Sept 20  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Friday  Sept 24  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

OCTOBER 2010                                         Virtue of the Month:  Perseverance 
 

J October PTO Planned Activities:    Parent Nutrition Classes 5:00 p.m. ð 6:30 p.m. in the Art Room (Dates TBA)  

Oct 4 -Oct 25  J Clemente Fundraiser (PTO)  

Thursday  Oct 7  Kindergarten Parent/Teacher C lub  

Friday  Oct 8  Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration (Time TBA)  

Monday  Oct 11  COLUMBUS DAY ð SCHOOL  CLOSED 

Thursday  Oct 14  Grade 7 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Monday  Oct 18  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Tuesday  Oct 19  Teacher Coaching Day ð STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Wednesday  Oct 20  J PTO MEETING ð 5:30 P.M.  

Friday  Oct 22  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Friday  Oct 22  J CSEE MOVIE NIGHT  ð 5:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m. (PTO)  

Friday  Oct 29  Halloween Day Parade  9:00 a.m. ð 10:00 a.m.  

Friday  Oct 29  Halloween Bash 5:00 p.m. ð 7:00 p.m. MPR  

NOVEMBER 2010                               Virtue of the Month:  Stewardship   
 

Nov 1 -Nov 11  J Food Drive for Sharing Community (PTO)  

Tuesday  Nov 2  ELECTION DAY  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHERS  

(No School for Students)  

Thursday  Nov 4  Grade 1 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday  Nov 5  PROGRESS REPORTS #1 DISTRIBUTION (K -7) 

Tuesday  Nov 9  Teacher Coaching Day ð STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Thursday  Nov 11  VETERANõS DAY ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

 Nov 15  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Thursday  Nov 18  Grade 6 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Thursday  Nov 18  J PTO MEETING ð 6:00 P.M.  

Friday  Nov 19  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Tuesday  Nov 23  Thanksgiving Day Assembly  (Time TBA)  

Wednesday -Friday  Nov 24 -Nov 26  THANKSGIVING RECESS  

Monday  Nov 29  School Reopens  

DECEMBER 2010                                Virtue of the Month:  Service 
 

Thursday  Dec 2  Grade 2 ð Parent/Teacher Club  



 

DECEMBER 2010  (CONTINUED)  
 

Wedne sday  Dec 8  REPORT CARD DAY ( HALF -DAY OF SCHOOL ð 12:00 DISMISSAL)  

PARENT/TEACHER CONFE RENCES 

Afternoon Conferences:  1:00 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m.  

Evening Conferences:       6:00 p.m. ð 8:00  p.m.  

Wednesday -Friday  Dec 8 -Dec 10  J SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  (PTO) 

Monday  Dec 13  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  
Wednesday  Dec 15  J PTO MEETING ð 5:30 P.M.  

Thursday  Dec 16  Grade 5 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday  Dec 17  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Thursday  Dec 23  International Holidays aro und the World Celebration & Tree Lighting  

Friday -Friday  Dec 24 -Dec 31  HOLIDAY RECESS ð SCHOOL  CLOSED 

JANUARY 2011  Virtue of the Month:  Courage  
 

J January PTO Planned Activities:   Candy Sale  Fundraiser (Date/Time -TBA)                

Monday  Jan 3  School Reopens  

Thursday  Jan 6  Grade 3 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Tuesday  Jan 11  Teacher Coaching Day ð STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Thursday  Jan 13  Grade 4 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Monday  Jan 17  DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI NG, JR. DAY ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday  Jan 20  Authorõs Day (Time TBA) 

Thursday  Jan 20  J PTO MEETING ð 6:00 P.M.  

Friday  Jan 21  J CSEE GAME NIGHT 5:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m. (PTO)  

Monday  Jan 24  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Friday  Jan 28  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

FEBRUARY 2011                                Virtue of the Month:  Honesty & Justice 
 

J February PTO Planned Activities:   Valentineõs Day Sale (Date/Time-TBA)                

Thursday  Feb 3  Kindergarten Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday  Feb 4  Career Day at CS EE 

Thursday  Feb 10  Grade 7 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday  Feb 11  Math Literacy Day at CSEE  

Monday  Feb 14  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Tuesday  Feb 15  Teacher Coaching Day ð STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Wednesday  Feb 16  J PTO MEETING ð 5:30 P.M. 

Friday  Feb 18  Black History Month Celebration (Time TBA)  

Friday  Feb 18  J Black History Movie Night - 5:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m. (PTO)   

Monday -Friday  Feb 21 -Feb 25  WINTER RECESS ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday  Feb 28  School Reopens  

MARCH 2011                                             Virtue of the Month:  Mercy  
 

J March PTO Planned Activities:   McGruff Assembly (Date/Time -TBA)                

Tuesday  Mar 1  ENGLISH LANGUAGE ART S (ELA) AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM BEGINS 

*Grades 3 -7 ONLY      PROGRAM HOURS:  4:15 p.m . ð 5:30 p.m.  

Program will run every Tuesday and ends May 3 rd   

Wednesday  Mar 2  Dr. Seussõ 107th  Birthday Celebration at CSEE  

Thursday  Mar 3  MATH AFTERSCHOOL PRO GRAM BEGINS  

*Grades 3 -7 ONLY      PROGRAM HOURS:  4:15 p.m. ð 5:30 p.m.  

Program will run ever y Thursday and ends May 5 th   

Friday  Mar 4  PROGRESS REPORT #2 DISTRIBUTION (K -7) 

Thursday  Mar 17  J PTO MEETING ð 6:00 P.M.  

Mar 7 -21  J Cherrydale Fundraiser (PTO)  

Tuesday  Mar 15  Teacher Coaching Day ð STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Monday  Mar 21  POETRY DA Y AT CSEE 

Monday  Mar 21  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING ð 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Friday  Mar 25  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Thursday  Mar 31  ELA & Math Family Night  - 6:00 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m.  

APRIL 2011                                       Virtue of the Month:  Gentleness & Humility  
*NYSESLAT (Speaking)  Apr 13 -May 24   

Wednesday  Apr 6  REPORT CARD DAY (HALF -DAY OF SCHOOL ð 12:00 DISMISSAL)  

PARENT/TEACHER CONFE RENCES 

Afternoon Conferences:  1:00 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m.  

Evening Conferences:  6:00 p. m. ð 8:00  p.m.  



 

 

 

 



 

 
APRIL 2011  (CONTINUED)  
 
Wednesday -Friday  Apr 6 -Apr 8  J SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  (PTO) 

Thursday  Apr 7  Grade 1 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Wednesday  Apr 13  J PTO MEETING ð 5:30 P.M.  

Monday  Apr 11  BOARD   OF TRUSTEE MEETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Thursday  Apr 14  Grade 6 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday  Apr 15  Earth Day at CSEE  

Monday -Monday  Apr 18 -Apr 25  SPRING RECESS ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday  Apr 26  School Reopens  

Friday  Apr 29  Star Students/Virtuous Students  of the Month Assembly  

Friday  Apr 29  J Spring Fling - 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (4 th -7 th  Graders ONLY) (PTO)  

MAY 2011                                                                  Virtue of the Month:  Wonder  

*NYSESLAT (Listening, Reading, Writing) May  16 -May 24  

Wednesday -Friday  May 4 -May 6  NEW YORK STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ASSESSMENTS  

*Mandatory Attendance for Students in Grades 3 -7 

Friday  May 13  PROGRESS REPORT #3 DISTRIBUTION  

Wednesday -Friday  May 11 -May 13  NEW YORK STATE MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENTS  

*Mandatory Attendance for Students in Grades 3 -7 

Monday  May 16  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETING - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Tuesday  May 17  Teacher Coaching Day -  STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Wednesday  May 18  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHER S  

(NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS)  

Wednesday  May 18  J TEACHER APPRECIATION  LUNCHEON (PTO)  

Thursday  May 19  Grade 4 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Thursday  May 19  J PTO MEETING ð 6:00 P.M.  

Friday  May 20  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Friday  May 20  J CSEE MOVIE NIGH T ð 5:30 P.M. ð 7:30 P.M. (PTO)  

Monday -Tuesday  May 23 -May 24  Science Fair at CSEE  

 May 23 ð Science Fair Tours  

 May 24 ð Science Fair Judging  

Wednesday  May 25  PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR TEACHER S  

(NO SCHOOL FOR STUDE NTS) 

Thursday  May 26  Grade 3 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Friday -Monday  May 27 -May 30  MEMORIAL DAY ð SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday  May 31  School Reopens  

Tuesday -Friday  May 31 -June 3  NEW YORK STATE GRADE 4 SCIENCE PERFORMANCE TEST  

*Mandatory Attendance for Students in Grade 4  

JUNE 2011                                         Virtue of the Month:  Wisdom       
 

Monday  June 6  NEW YORK STATE GRADE 4 SCIENCE WRITTEN TEST  

*Mandatory Attendance for Students in Grade 4  

Tuesday  June 7  Teacher Coaching Day -  STUDENT DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.  

Wednesday  June 8  Student Achievement Day Awards Celebration  (Time TBA)  

Wednesday  June 8  J PTO MEETING ð 5:30 P.M.  

Thursday  June 9  Grade 5 ðParent/Teacher Club  

Friday  June 10  Mommy, Daddy & Me Luncheon  

Wednesday  June 15  Grade 2 ð Parent/Teacher Club  

Thursday  June 16  Star Students/Virtuous Students of the Month Assembly  

Thursday  June 16  J STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS  (Awarded by the PTO)  

Friday  

 

June 17  J CSEE STUDENT FIELD DAY SPONSORED BY PTO (TBA)  

*Rain Date:  Monday, June 20 th   

Monday  June 20  BOARD  OF TRUSTEE ME ETIN G - 6:00 p.m. in MPR  

Wednesday  June 22  Kindergarten Stepping Up Program  

Riverfront Library 10:00 a.m. ð 12:00 p.m.  

*Dismissal for Kindergarten students following program  

Thursday  June 23  HALF -DAY OF SCHOOL FOR ST UDENTS (DISMISSAL 12 :00 P.M.)  

*Friday  *June 24  *LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS & STAFF  

Half -Day of School for Students (DISMISSAL 12:00 P.M .) 

REPORT CARDS DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS  

 

Total Days of School for Students:  181  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS - MAKE -UP DAY CALENDAR  

PLEASE DO NOT M AKE ANY PLANS FOR THE MAKE -UP DAYS LISTED  

 

The first two snow days  are built into the calendar ð NO MAKE -UP 

3-Snow Days=School will be open on  May 27 th  

4-Snow Days=School will be open on  April 25 th  

5-Snow Days=School will be open on  June 27 th  

6-Snow Day s= School will be open on  June 28 th  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
JULY 2011  
 

 
ď CSEE SUMMER ACADEMY Đ 

 
Tuesday  July 4  INDEPENDENCE DAY  (4 th  of July)  

Wednesday  July 5  
 

CSEE SUMMER ACADEMY 2011 BEGINS  
Program runs Mondayõs through Thursdayõs (8:00 am ð 12:00 pm)  
*Transportation available for Bronx and eligible Yonkers students  



 

 
 

PLAN AHEAD FOR HALF DAYS OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Below please find the calendar of dates planned as CSEE Teacher Coaching Days .  Please mark your calendars 
and make arrangements for your child to be picked up from school promptly at 12:00 p.m.  Lunch will be 
served and transportation is available for students on these days.  
 

TEACHER COACHING HAL F-DAYS SCHEDULE 
 

12:00 P.M. DISMISSAL  
(TUESDAYõS) 

 

2010 -2011  
 

OCTOBER 19 

NOVEMBER 9 

JANUARY 11 

MARCH  15 

MAY  17 

JUNE  7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO MEETINGS   
 

*MPR - MULTIPURPOSE ROOM  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 -2011  
 

The PTO Executive Board encourages the participation of all parents and  
teachers at monthly meetings.   

 

At CSEE parents are expected to attend a minimum of 5 meetings a year.  

 
MONTH  DATE  

 

TIME  LOCATION  

SEPTEMBER PTO will address pa rents at Open 
House on Thursday, September 16 th  

*MPR 

OCTOBER 20 th   5:30 p.m.  *MPR 

NOVEMBER 18 th   6:00 p.m.  *MPR 

DECEMBER 15 th   5:30 p.m.  *MPR 

JANUARY   20 th   6:00 p.m.  *MPR 

FEBRUARY 16 th   5:30 p.m.  *MPR 

MARCH  17 th   6:00 p.m.  *MPR 

APRIL  13 th   5:30 p.m . *MPR 

MAY  19 th   6:00 p.m.  *MPR 

JUNE 8 th   5:30 p.m.  *MPR 

 
*MPR - MULTIPURPOSE ROOM  

 



 

 
 

BOARD MEETING CALENDAR  
 
The Board of Trustees welcome your attendance at the monthly public meetings. The following calendar 
reflec ts the meeting dates for the 2010 -2011  school year. Meetings are held on the third  Monday of every 
month at 6:00 p.m.  in the Multipurpose Room (MPR)  at the Charter School of Educational Excellence.  
 

Dates are subject to change.  Information about board me eting changes can be found on the school website at 
www.charterschoolofeducationalexcellence.org , announcement flyers posted around the school, or 
notific ation letters sent home to parents.  
 

 
 

The Board of Trustees meet every 3rd Monday of the month excep t for days school is closed due to holidays.  
 

Board Meetings will be held the 2nd  Monday on the following months during the 2010 -2011 school year:  

December 2010, February 2011, & April 2011  
 

* A summer meeting in August 2010 will be held of the 4 th
 Monday of the month . 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD MEETINGS 2010 -2011  
 

 
MONTH  

 
DATE  

 
TIME  

 
LOCATION  

 

AUGUST 23 6:00 pm  MPR 

SEPTEMBER 20 6:00 pm  MPR 

OCTOBER 18 6:00 pm  MPR 

NOVEMBER 15 6:00 pm  MPR 

DECEMBER 13 6:00 pm  MPR 

JANUARY 24 6:00 pm  MPR 

FEBRUARY 14 6:00 pm  MPR 

MARCH 21 6:00 pm  MPR 

APRIL 11 6:00 pm  MPR 

MAY 16 6:00 pm  MPR 

JUNE 20 6:00  pm MPR 

 




