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CSEE WELCOMES YOU TO THE 2009-

2010 SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

Intelligence plus character--that is the goal of true 
education. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 
CSEE TEACHER COACHING DAYS 
 

Half days of school have been added to the school calendar to 
allow more time for quality and personalized Professional 
Development for CSEE staff.  Students will be dismissed at 
12:00 p.m. on CSEE Teacher Coaching Days.  Meetings are 
scheduled from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

A variety of grade-specific topics to promote student 
achievement will be explored with the teaching staff at these 
important teacher training sessions.   
 

Below find a calendar of dates for these ½ days of school for 
Teacher Coaching Days.  Please mark these dates on your 
home calendars. 
 

September 22 

October 13 & 27 

November 24 

December 22 

January 26 

June 8 

 
 

CORE VIRTUES PROGRAM INTEGRATES ART & MUSIC  
 

CSEE is enhancing its Core Virtues Program by integrating Art 
and Music into the monthly themes.  With the support of the 
art and music teachers, Mrs. Gayton and Mr. Palmer, 
teachers will extend their morning virtues lessons by 
implementing art projects, poetry, and music/songs in Grades 
K-6. 
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BBAA CCKK  TT OO     
SS CCHH OO OO LL !!   

EARLY CHILDHOOD COACHING/SUPPORT  
(Grades K-2) 
This year CSEE has hired two early childhood consultants to 
work closely with teachers in Grades K-2.  In efforts to 
enhance the level of support to teachers at the early 
childhood grades and provide a more rigorous learning 
experience for the students, the consultants will assist 
teachers in planning and preparing literacy lessons; setting 
up an effective early childhood classroom; creating 
meaningful centers; designing word walls; analyzing data to 
drive instruction; implementing the new poetry 
instructional periods; providing ideas for the new music and 
movement program; and more.   

 
MUSIC & MOVEMENT  
(Grades K-1) 
In the early childhood classes, Music & Movement has 
been implemented as a way to provide more physical 
activity to the young learners in the academic program.  
Learning through games and music is an effective way to 
structure activities while maintaining effective management 
of the students.  Music and Movement will be integrating 
Poetry (rhythm and rhyme) that has been initiated this year 
in kindergarten and first grade.   
 

 
 

POETRY & TARGETED PHONICS INSTRUCTION IN THE 
EARLY GRADES   (K-1) 
Two periods a week of targeted instruction in poetry and 
phonics has been scheduled in Grades K and 1 classes.  
Poetry at the early childhood grades promotes the 
development of important reading skills our younger 
students need to become fluent and proficient readers.  
This year we are putting a greater emphasis on the earlier 
grades so that our students develop a stronger foundation 
in reading and writing skills that will prepare them early for 
state assessments prior to entering third grade.    
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Core Virtue of the Month 

September 2009 
 

RESPECT & RESPONSIBILITY 
 

LEARNING GAMES FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD  (K-1) 
 

Similar to the AIS/Enrichment periods we have 
implemented in all grades, LEARNING GAMES have 
been added to the schedule in Grades K and 1.  Learning 
games will become a structured part of our academic 
program which includes activities that promote reading, 
writing, math, and technology skills.   
 

We want students at the early grades to enjoy learning 
through hands on age- appropriate activities that 
promote a youƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ōȅ 
exploring.   The fundamentals of learning and how 
students will feel about school begins in kindergarten.   
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Important Dates 

 

First Day of School  

Tuesday, Septemb er 8 th  

8:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  

 

Open House for Parents  

Thursday, September 10 th  

6:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.  

 

Board of Trustees Meeting  

Monday, September 21 st  

6:00 p.m. / Multipurpose Room  

 

CSEE Teacher Coaching Day  

Tuesday, September 22 nd  

12:00 p.m. Dismissal  

 

Yom  Kippur  

Monday, September 28 th  

No School  

 

Charter School of Educational Excellence 
260 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10701 
Main:  914-476-5070   
Fax:  914-476-2858 
 

Catalina Castillo, Principal 
Email:        ccastillo@victoryschools.com 
Website:  www.charterschoolofeducationalexcellence.org 

 
 

CORE VIRTUES LUNCH & LEARN PROGRAM (K-6) 
 

CSEE is always looking for ways to improve and provide the 
best services possible for students.  This year we have 
identified what we believe may be a more effective way of 
dealing with disciplinary issues that arise in the school to 
further reduce out of school suspensions and promote 
character development in students.  Our suspension rates 
have declined remarkably over the past years and our goal is 
to continue the successful path we are on by further 
promoting improved behaviors and bringing the best out in 
our students. 
 

Students who demonstrate a need to improve their social 
skills will be assigned to the Core Virtues Lunch & Learn 
Program.  This program will be housed in vacant classrooms 
during the lunch periods and will be supervised by the Social 
Worker, Ms. Fuller, and the Administrator for Student 
Support Services, Ms. Lynch.  The program will provide an 
intimate/small group setting where students will engage in 
meaningful lessons geared towards developing positive 
attitudes and improved social behavior. Lessons for this 
program will derive from the Guidelines of Success and the 
Core Virtues themes of the month.   
 

 

Shaping Character through ArtΧ 
 

During the third lunch period (Grades 4-6) every Thursday, 
the art program will implement a Core Virtues Art Lunch 
Program intended for students who need constructive ways 
to redirect their energy.  The goal of this program is to 
minimize incidences during the upper grade lunch period 
and provide a productive and positive way to manage 
students that work best in structured, small group settings.   
Art is a great way for students to engage in hands on 
activities that will channel their energies in more meaningful 
and creative ways during lunch. 
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FLASHBACK TO 2008-2009  
 

CHARTER RENEWAL NEWS 
 

Charter School of Educational Excellence received a 5-
Year Charter Renewal from the New York State Board 
of Regents in January 2009! 

 
 

REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT ON  

NYS TESTS 
 

CSEE outperformed the local school district with record 
achievement scores on New York State Assessments in 
English Language Arts and Math in Grades 3, 4, and 6.  
Check out the rate of success of students performing at 
Levels 3 and 4 on the ELA and math tests at CSEE in 08-
09. 

 
New York State English Language Arts  

2008-2009 
 

Grade 3  93%   
Grade 4  88% 
Grade 5  73% 
Grade 6  100%ē 
 

 

*Student improvement rate in ELA from 07-08 to 08-09 

was 121% in one year. 
 

 
New York State Mathematics 

2008-2009 
 

Grade 3  100%ē 
Grade 4  96% 
Grade 5  91% 
Grade 6  95% 
 
 

*Student improvement rate in math from 07-08 to 08-

09 was 86% in one year. 
 

 

$ $ FUNDRAISING $ $ 
 

/{99Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ 
fundraiser, Bright Futures Benefit, on May 1, 2009 
to raise money for classroom libraries.  The Benefit 

raised over $25,000.00 thanks to generous 

contributions from supporting individuals, local 
businesses, and other organizations. 
 

 
 

CSEE Welcomes its New Victory Schools  
Regional Director  

 

 
Mary Cordero 

 

CSEE announces its new Victory Schools, Inc. Regional 
Director, Mrs. Mary Cordero.  Mrs. Cordero joins us after 
working for many years in a number of administrative 
capacities at Victory Schools.  Most recently she served 
as the Director of Professional Development and Director 
of Instruction for Victory Schools.  Mrs. Cordero comes 
to us with extensive and diversified experiences in 
education both in teaching and administration.  She has 
a great deal to offer CSEE and will be an asset to our 
organization.  We welcome Mrs. Cordero as part of the 
CSEE team! 
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MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS 
 

/{99Ωǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ 
reaching over 400 students this year, a new third grade class 
has been added to the program.  In addition to this, the Title I 
and Special Education team has increased its staff to provide 
additional support that will ensure no child is left behind and 
that the needs of our students are met. 
 
Leading the new third grade class this year is Ms. Robin 
Pecchia.  Our new fifth grade team includes Mr. David Brooks 
and Ms. Emily Yedowitz.  The Title I team has added an early 
childhood reading specialist, Ms. Jennifer Spina, who will 
focus specifically on the needs of our K-2 students.  Ms. 
Tasheena Roberts will be working with Ms. Spina in our early 
childhood program.  With the hiring of an additional Title I 
teacher, our Title I Coordinator, Ms. Schneer, will now be able 
to prioritize the needs of our students in the testing grades 
(Grades 3-6).  She will continue to work with her assistant, 
Ms. Kimberly Wilson.   
 
Our special education department has added a teacher 
assistant to the team.  Mr. Daniel Yedowitz will be joining 
Ms. Stephanie Smith in providing the support and services 
ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ L9tǎΦ  Please join me in welcoming our 
newest staff members to the CSEE family.   
 
Some changes were made on staff to fill positions that were 
available.  Ms. Kristin Vetrero, our former first grade teacher, 
has taken the position of Kindergarten teacher to replace Ms. 
Bennett that moved on this year.  Ms. Vetrero will teach Class 
K-101.  Learn more about our new teachers below. 
 
David Brooks (5-201) 
Mr. Brooks comes to CSEE with four years of teaching 
experience in the White Plains and New Rochelle Public 
Schools.  He earned a MS in Childhood Special Education at 
Lehman College and a BS in Childhood Education with a 
concentration in Mathematics.  Mr. Brooks loves to teach 
math and believes that with the patience he possesses he will 
be able to maximize his studentǎΩ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
promote academic achievement.   

 
Robin Pecchia (3-114) 
Ms. Pecchia comes to us with nine years of classroom 
experience as an assistant teacher and substitute for the 
Scarsdale and Rye City Public Schools.  She holds an M.A.T. 
from Manhattanville College and a dual MS in Early Childhood 
and Childhood Education.  Ms. Peachier believes her energy 
and passion for teaching will promote an engaging learning 
experience for her students here at CSEE. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jennifer Spina (Title I/Grades K-2) 
Ms. Spina comes to us with 9 years of teaching experience in 
the public schools of New York City and private schools in 
Yonkers.  She is a holder of a MS in literacy from Mercy 
College and a dual BS in Special Education and K-6 Education 
from Manhattan College.  Ms. Spina believes every child can 
read! 
 

Emily Yedowitz (Class 5-200) 
Ms. Yedowitz comes to CSEE from the New Rochelle Public 
Schools.  She is a holder of an M.A.T. from Manhattanville 
College and a BA from Muhlenberg College.  Ms. Yedowitz 
believes that every child can be successful if they believe in 
themselves.  Personal pride and confidence is what inspires 
a student to be successful throughout their education. 
 

Welcoming Our Newest  
Staff Members  

 

Ms. Jessica Pisto 
Kindergarten Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Lindsey Jackson 
Kindergarten Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Megan Valleta 
Grade 3 Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Charaun Wills 
Grade 3 Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Sara Frankel  
Grade 3 Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Lauren Munson 
Grade 4 Teacher Assistant 
 

Ms. Dina Pantuso 
Grade 5 Teacher Assistant 
 

Mr. Alfredo Vargas 
Evening Custodian 
 

Mr. Jose Soler 
Evening Custodian 
 
 

Board of Trustees 

 
Eduardo LaGuerre 

Chairman 

Nadine Burns-Lyons 

Sobeida Cruz 

John Falco 

Carlos Medina 

Carol Russo 

John Torres 
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